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Project Need

•Cost going Up 

•Options going down

•Regulations

•SCAQMD 1133.2 

• Urban Encroachment
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Land Application, 
54%

Composting, 16%

Alternative Daily 
Cover (ADC), 

12% Landfill, 
6%

Surface disposed, 
4%

Incinerated or 
stored, 8%

Source: CASA



The Organics Management 

Strategy

Final Business Plan

August 2002

“A comprehensive strategy for implementing a coordinated, 

cost-effective approach to managing organics in a phased 

incremental manner consistent with sound public works 

engineering principles”

http://elib/library/files/Business_Plan_Final_053101.pdf


The Key Business Plan Policy Objectives
 Reduce biosolids handling and transportation costs

 Reduce reliance on out-of-agency solutions;

 Cost effectively recycle organic wastes using    

environmentally safe enclosed facilities;

 Local use of the fertilizer products will be a first priority;

 Reduce local air and water pollution;

 Implement strategies that minimize diesel truck trips



Out with the Old

Existing IEUA Composting Facility

Decommissioned in 2006

IERCF – Constructed to Meet Rule 1133.2

Commissioned in 2007



Inland Empire Regional 

Composting Authority

 50/50 partnership with IEUA/LACSD 

 Formed to gain control of biosolids management

 Gain control of costs and options



IERCF Overview
 2002 - IEUA Develops Organics Plan

 2002 – IEUA/LACSD form Partnership (JPA)

 2004 – Purchased IKEA warehouse and started 

construction 

 April 2007 – began daily operations



Facility Overview
Indoor Composting Facility – The 

Green Project

 Provides an Essential Public Service for 
IEUA/LACSD 

 100% IEUA Biosolids

 20% of LACSD Biosolids

 Largest Enclosed                                                        
Facility in United States

 Designed to Meet (or Beat) AQMD 
Rule 1133.2

 Only AQMD Permitted Facility (1st of 
its Kind)

 10-Acres of Fully Enclosed Composting 
Operations

 3.1-Acre Biofilter for Emission Control



Facility Benefits
 Regional Environment

 Local Community Organic Recycling

 Reduced Truck Traffic

 Elimination of Landfill and                                           
Land Application of Biosolids

 Compost to local communities 

 Alternative local green                                      
waste diversion

 Powered by 1-MW of                       
Renewable Solar Energy

 Recycled Water Used                                     
for all Industrial and Irrigation

 No Odor Issues or Complaints





IKEA Warehouse





IKEA Before and After



Construction Started 2004





Pug Mills in Receiving Building





Operations
 Full throughput since 

December 2008

 ~590 tons/day biosolids 

from IEUA and LACSD 

along with other woody 

amendments

 Storage facility for 

seasonal fluctuations



Facility Description

Insert Photos for:

1. Receiving (high speed roll 

up door)

2. Composting Operation

3. Loadout

4. Biofilter Duct

5. Biofilter

 



Aerated Static Pile Composting

Building centerline 

and equipment 

corridor

Exterior wall

Interior wall
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Solar Panels generate 1 megawatt – 50% of  the 

power required to operate the IERCF



Wind Power

Minimum cut-in wind speed 8 mph for turbine power 

generation

Local area wind speed averages 13 mph

IERCF/RP4 in Class 3 Area
(Avg. speed 13 mph)Wind Speed Class

National Renewable Energy Laboratory Map





 Biofilter Sampling

 150+ Samples Collected

 Testing Over 5-days

 High & Low Flow

 Testing Methods

 Ammonia – Method 207.1

 VOC – Method 25.3

 Complicated & Timely Test Process

Source Test Scope & Methods



IERCF Biofilter 

emissions testing



Branding
 IERCA’s SoilPro™ brand has been filed for trademark

 Launched website www.ierca.org

http://www.ierca.org/






Outreach



SoilPro Premium on a Park in the 

City of Paramount

April 2008 May 2008
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Questions or Comments?


