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Current U.S. Composting Industry

• Food Waste — 225

• Yard Trimmings — 3,500 (2004 data)

• Biosolids — 265

• Farm Composting — 600 (guess)

• Universities, institutions — 500 (estimate)

• Schools — 500 (guess)

• Vermicomposting — 100 (guess)

• People who love compost — millions!!!



Factors That Foster Growth

• Research

• Compost Performance

• Standards

• Tools of the Trade

• Facility Performance

• Markets

• Cog in Sustainability Wheel





Effect Of Compost Application On Tulip 

Poplar Growth
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Effect Of Compost On 

Turf Grass Growth
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White House – Beltsville Biosolids 

Compost Application

BEFORE AFTER
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www.soilsforsalmon.org

www.buildingsoil.org



www.sustainablesites.org









www.americanbiogascouncil.org



















How To Grow The Composting Industry?

What would Jerry say?



Theorems On Industry Growth

• As long as have easy disposal option for 

organics, will be hard to make it on tip fee. 

• As grow demand for product — where can really 

add value — can grow the industry.  Want to be 

touching material to make money, not touching 

material to lose money.

• Touch more if contaminated. Need to structure tip 

fee for clean organics

• Have a federal policy — natural resource 

framework 



Theorems, continued

• What if compost actually worked better and was

cheaper than the alternative?

• What business are you in?  Composting is a 

fundamentally different business than disposal. 

With organics, it is hard to be in both. 

• Resource conservation business. Goal is to 

minimize disposal, maximize resource use.

• Fundamentally, …………
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