
 

 

 

 

 Governor Crist Vetoes Yard Trimmings Ban Repeal!  

(Ronkonkoma, NY) Governor Charlie Crist vetoed HB 569, which would have allowed 
leaves and other yard "trash" to be buried in Florida landfills.  Those materials have been 
banned since 1988 since they can be easily recycled and converted into valuable soil 
amendments instead of consuming limited landfill space.  

In vetoing the Bill, Governor Crist noted that Florida is striving to be a leader in recycling, 
and the Bill would be a step backwards for the state.  He acknowledged that adding 
these materials would decrease the lives of their landfills, and that there was little 
assurance that the goals of the bill, to contribute to energy independence and reduce 
greenhouse gases, would be realized. 

"Ending the ban would be bad for the economy and bad for the environment," wrote Dr. 
Stuart Buckner, Executive Director and Wayne King, President of the US Composting 
Council, in a letter urging the Governors' veto. The Council assembled The Coalition to 
Keep Organics Out of Landfills, comprised of 17 state and national organizations, 
including such diverse members as the Teamsters, Green Florida and the Institute for 
Local Self Reliance, to give weight to the veto request. A copy of Coalition letter, 
including the list of the 17 member organizations, can be found here.  

Twenty three states have bans on dumping leaves or other yard trimmings in landfills.  
Several of these bans have been challenged in recent years, yet none of them have been 
repealed.  Thanks to Governor Crist's veto, Florida will not be the first.  

  

Editor's Note: The US Composting Council (USCC) is a national non-profit organization 
that advances composting and promotes compost use to enhance soils and provide 
economic and environmental benefits to our members and society. The USCC also 
directs the Composting Council Research and Education Foundation (CCREF), a 
charitable foundation, which administers public and private research and education 
initiatives. For more information about the composting industry and membership in the 
USCC, visit www.compostingcouncil.org 

Contact: 

Stuart Buckner, Executive Director 
US Composting Council 
631-731-4931  

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103452591344&s=20749&e=001yn_-HvgBogKK127TZ0WZdW9EWefTbByba_ByNAsJY-rOUxjxMQAF6_Fpl4MSolqbkhVuwsM972ElZBL13zIgcYBUuVtjyYkeM4wx35bRQnsZLAh5mq4umQeXyBa9ziYJ
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Letters to urge Governor Crist’s veto of the landfill ban repeal were received from 67 companies 

and organizations representing 20 states and the District of Columbia. An additional 400+ letters 

were received through the action of Florida Green and the Mulch not Methane campaign. 

 

Governor Crist Vetoed the bill on June 1, 2010 

 

Organization Based In Signer 

A1 Organics Missouri Bob Yost, Vice President 

Almstead Tree and Shrub Care 

Co. 

New York Laura Fieselman, Sustainability 

Coordinator 

Assoiation of Compost 

Producers 

California Dan Noble, Executive Director 

Barnes Nurser Inc. Ohio Sharon Barnes 

BASF Corporation New Jersey Micheal Heltzer Government Affairs 

Manager 

Board of County Commisioners Florida Jim Reece 

C&W Florida Kris Creeden, Presidant  

California Organic Recycling 

Council 

California Michele Young CORC chair 

California Resource Recycling 

Association 

California Julie Muir, President 

Capital Solutiuons, LLC Florida Patrick Bell 

CLK Systems, Inc. Illinois  

Compost USA Florida Glen Stewart, Chief Operating Officer 

Container Recycling Institute California Susan Collins, Executive Dierctor 

Cornell Waste Institute New York Jean Bonhotal 

CPS Organics Florida Maria de la Portilla 

Cycle Logic Florida David M. Hill, Principal 

Department of Natural 

Resources, State of Wisconsin 

Wisconsin Ann Coakley, Director 

Earth Circle Conservation & 

Recycling 

Florida Gretchen Brewer, Principal 

Earthsaver Equipment, Inc.  Montana Powell Clinton 

Eco-Cycle Colorado Eric Lombardi, Executive Director  

Eisenmann Illinois Adam Halsband, Business Development 

Manager 

Farmer Automatic of America Georgia David Leavell 

Florida Potting Soils, Inc.  Florida Matt Biegler, General Manager 

Gary Liss & Associates California Gary Liss  

Green Florida Florida Andrea Hildebran, Executive Director 

Harvest Massachusetts Tom Kelley 

Harvest Quest International, Inc. Florida Darren Midlane Tech. Dir. 
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Hillsborough County Florida Kathryn T. Brown, Waste Reduction 

Specialist 

Hirsch Systems LC Iowa Myron Hirschman 

Institute for Local Self Reliance Washington 

DC 

Brenda Platt , Co-Director 

Kessler Consulting, Inc.  Florida Staff of Kessler Consulitng, Inc.  

Missouri Organics Missouri Kevin Anderson 

Missouri Recycling Association  Missouri David Beal, President 

Morbark, Inc. Michigan Kevin Yucker SE Regional Manager 

Novozymes North Carolina Frank Franciosi 

Office of Materials Management, 

EPA, Region III  

Pennsylvania Mike Giuranna, Solid Waste Specialist 

Peterson an Anderson Industries 

Co. 

Oregon Larry Cumming, President 

Pisgah Forest Institute at Brevard 

College 

North Carolina Kevin Fischer, Operations Manager 

Recycle Florida Today Florida Susan Chapman, Chair, RFT Board of 

Directors 

Recycling Connections Corp. Wisconsin Kathy Powell, Education & 

Programming Specialist 

Sierra Club Massachusetts Massachusetts Lynne Pledger 

Soil Control Lab California Frank Shields 

Soil Tek Missouri Robert Carrothers, President 

South Dade Soil & Water 

Conservation District 

Florida Margan Levy, Administrator 

St. Louis Composting  Missouri Patrick Gerty, President 

Tamalpais NatureWorks  California William Callahan 

Turbo Screws Florida Bill Fogerty, Vice President 

Turning Earth  New York Andrew Kessler, Founder & Managing 

Director 

US Composting Council New York Stuart Buckner, Exec. Dir. & Wayne 

King Pres. 

WeCare Organic New York Jeffrey LeBlanc President 

Zanker Road Resource 

Management, Ltd. 

California Micheal Gross, Manager 

Zero Waste Task Force of san 

Mateo, Santa Clara, and San 

Benito Counties 

California Antionette Stein 

 Florida Pat Franklin 

 Florida Eliot Epstein 

 Minnesota Kay Yanisch 

   
Additional signers of the USCC letter (the Coalition to Keep Organics Out of Landfills) 

Teamsters Joint Council 75 Florida Ken W. Wood, President 

Last Stand - Protect Key West 

and the Florida Keys, Inc. 

Florida Mark E. Songer, President 
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Friends of the Earth Washington, 

DC 

Erich Pica, President 

Product Policy Institute Georgia Bill Sheehan, Exec. Dir. 

Mulch and Soil Council Virginia Bob LaGasse, Exec. Dir. 

GrassRoots Recycling Network California Linda Christopher, Exec. Dir. 

Sierra Club of California California Arthur Boone, Chair, Zero Waste 

Committee 

Northern California Recycling 

Association 

California John Moore, General Counsel 

Center for a Competitive Waste 

Industry 

Wisconsin Peter Anderson, President 

City of Madison, WI Wisconsin George P. Dreckman, Recycling 

Coordinator 

Eureka Recycling Minnesota Tim Brownwell, President 
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May 10, 2010 
 
Honorable Charlie Crist 
Governor of the State of Florida 

The Capitol 

400 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 
 
RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill 
 
Dear Governor Crist, 
 
The Coalition to Keep Organics Out of Landfills, a coalition of 17 national and state 
environmental and recycling organizations urges you to veto the recently passed HB 569 
and SB 1052, which repeals Florida’s longstanding ban on yard trimmings in landfills. Ending 
this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment. 
 
The reasons to veto this language are many: 

• Will hurt Florida’s small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who 
manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of 
business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000’s of jobs.  These small businesses are 
mostly owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other 
Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small 
businesses.  The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that compost 
manufacturers create at least four times as many jobs as landfilling the same 
material. 

• Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin 
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an 
insignificant amount of methane towards Florida’s energy needs. The energy 
argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real goal: increased revenues 
at landfills. 

• Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be 
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the USEPA puts the 
capture rate at 75%, while the IPCC states that over the landfill's entire life that rate 
may be as low as 20%).  The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to 
global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard 
trimmings were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the missed 
benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be 
manufactured, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier 
soils and plants, and improved stormwater management. As Florida State 
researchers have shown, Florida’s composts could reap many benefits for the state’s 
agricultural crops. 

• Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of 
the Florida Statutes defines "Recycling" as “any process by which solid waste, or 
materials that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or 
processed and reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products.” 
Burying yard trimmings in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, 
because there is no return to use.  Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for 
disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and 
is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle. 
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Stuart Buckner, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
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• Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America 
(SWANA), the national association that represents the landfill industry. A joint position statement 
in 2006 by SWANA and the USCC states that advances in landfill technology “should be 
accomplished without encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing 
hard won and effective programs and regulatory efforts that have raised recycling rates for 
organic residuals. Energy recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills, must be pursued 
without relaxing recycling initiatives and without improperly creating incentives for more land 
disposal.”  

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE 
have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations.  In addition, there is 
precedent for a governor’s veto of a ban repeal that passed the legislature.  Governor Vilsack did that in 
Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto, “this action will be a major step backwards for 
integrated solid waste management.” 
 

The USCC is a trade and professional organization advancing composting and compost use as the most 
environmentally and fiscally sound method of treating yard trimmings and other organic residuals. We 
provide a unified voice for the growing composting industry.  We hold our internationally-attended Annual 
Conference and Trade Show in Orlando every three years, which brings revenues from 1,000 attendees 
to Orlando businesses and supports many of the 264 small businesses that would be affected by your 
signature on this legislation.  It would be hard to justify to our members why we would continue to come to 
Orlando when the State has taken a position detrimental to our members and to Florida small businesses.   
 

On behalf of the Coalition to Keep Organics Out of Landfills, the US Composting Council requests that 
you use your power to veto the passage of HB 569 and SB 1052. 
 

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert materials 
away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this legislation, but you can 
make it right. Do the right thing, Governor—veto this bill. 
 
If you require additional information, please feel free to contact us. 
 

Sincerely, 

     
Dr. Stuart Buckner Wayne King 
Executive Director President 
 

COALITION TO KEEP ORGANICS OUT OF LANDFILLS 
Institute for Local Self-Reliance. Neil Seldman, President 
Teamsters Joint Council 75. Ken W Wood, President 
Last Stand – Protect Key West & the Florida Keys, Inc. Mark E. Songer, President 
Friends of the Earth. Erich Pica, President 
Green Florida. Andrea Hildebran, Executive Director 
Eco-Cycle. Eric Lombardi, Executive Director 
Product Policy Institute. Bill Sheehan, Executive Director 
Mulch and Soil Council. Bob LaGasse, Executive Director 
GrassRoots Recycling Network (GRRN). Linda Christopher, Executive Director 
Association of Compost Producers. Dan Noble, Executive Director 
Sierra Club of California. Arthur R. Boone, Chair, Zero Waste Committee 
Zero Waste Task Force of San Mateo, Santa Clara & San Benito CA Counties. Antoinette Stein, Founder 
Northern California Recycling Association, John Moore, General Counsel 
Center for a Competitive Waste Industry. Peter Anderson, President 
City of Madison, Wisconsin. George P. Dreckmann, Recycling Coordinator 
Eureka Recycling. Tim Brownwell, President/Chief Executive Officer 
U.S. Composting Council. Wayne King, President 



CAPITOL SOLUTIONS, LLC

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

In this year's legislative session, language was passed in HB 569 and SB 1052 repealing
Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trash into landfills. Florida established this
prohibition in the 1988 Solid Waste Management Act, in part, to save valuable landfill capacity.
As a result, both the public and private sectors in Florida have invested millions of dollars in
separate collection programs and processing facilities, and have developed diverse markets for
products produced from yard trash (mulch, composts, potting soils, etc.). With the signing of this
language into law, this policy change will be both economically detrimental to the 264 facilities
registered in Florida who receive and process yard trash as it is equally harmful to the
environment. I urge you, as the Governor, to use your veto power regarding this odious
language.

The economics behind writing HB 569 into law would allow big business to make a slightly
larger profit while tumbling the vast amount of small business in this sector. Florida, as a whole,
is working through one of the toughest periods in the history of the state regarding
unemployment and revenue and this legislation charts the wrong course on the road to recovery.
To fuither validate the point, according to the Institute for Local Self Reliance, composting alone
creates four jobs to each one created in a landfill. The wording of HB 569 would lead you to
believe that the waste industry is out to capture methane and generate electricity from this
capture. This is not the case; the truth to this bill is the mere fact that the waste industry will no
longer have to make two separate pickups for segregated yard waste and household garbage. The
waste industry will cut costs by picking both up at once. These details are from testimony given
by a representative from Waste Management before the Senate General Government
Appropriations Committee and Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee.

It is important to note that yard trash, of which leaves and branches make up 90%o of the content,
are a poor feedstock for methane production because of the lignin content. Less than 30% of leaf
mass and branches decompose in a landfill environment. According to DEP, of the 30Yo which
do decompose and create methane, only 75-90% of the methane is captured. Environmentally,
methane is thirty times more harmful to the earth's atmosphere than that of carbon dioxide. On

P.O. BOX 10242. TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA32302
201 SOUTH MONROE STREET, LOWER LEVEL. TALLAHASSEE. FLORIDA32301

LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTANTS

TELEPHONE : (850) 224-8282. FAX: (850) 2224809 . E-MAI L: pbell@capitolsolutions. biz



the other hand, composting of yard waste is considered carbon neutral. The methane produced in
yard waste after being composted and added to soils is sequestered.

The list of reasons to veto this language are many, but most importantly, by writing HB 569 into
law it will put 264 thiving small businesses in Florida out of business. I believe, as many others
do, that this is the antithesis to Florida's goal during this year's legislative session. I ask that you
seriously consider these arguments as you make your decision whether or not to put HB 569 into
Florida law.

Sincerely,

Patrick Bell
Capitol Solutions



Harvest Quest lnternational, lnc,
Providing a Competitive Edge in Organics Recycling

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Ta lla hassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: (HB 569 and SB 1052) Please don't turn back the clock to 1988

Dear Governor Crist,

May 6th 2o1o

I have worked in the Organics Recycling Industry for over twenty years and have a broad experience in
composting, microbiology, soil science and anaerobic digestion.

During the recent legislative session, I was dismayed to see language passed in HB 569 and SB 1052
repealing Florida's longstanding ban on landfill ing yard trash. lf signed into law, this will be a major step
backwards for our State and turns the clock back to 1988. The ban on landfill ing yard trash was enacted
as part of the Solid Waste Management Act and over the years has led to the development of an entire
industry handling, processing, and converting yard trash into beneficial end products. Many millions of
dollars, of both public and private sector funding, have been invested in separate collection programs
and hundreds of processing facilities. In addition, diverse markets for products produced from yard
trash (mulch, composts, potting soils, etc.) have been created.

Research has shown that placing organics in landfill cells for the purpose of generating landfill gas is far
from the best option. Currently, there are 23 states that ban some fashion of organics disposal in
landfills, mostly yard trash. lt is unfortunate and ironic that these easiest-to-recycle materials are now
the target of some entities who want to overturn landfill bans under the premise that the methane
these organics would generate can be used as an energy source. From both energy and resource
conservation standpoints this is a wasteful use of resources, decreasing recycling and the life of our
landfills and potentially increasing greenhouse gas emissions. Yard trash should continue to be recycled
into mulch and compost that can be used to enhance the health of our soils and plants and protect our
valuable water resources. Agriculture is, after all, the second largest contributor to our State's economy
and our relatively poor soils need all the organics they can get.

Repealing the yard trash ban will have a significant adverse impact on our Green Industry. lt will only
benefit a few waste haulers and landfills at the expense of many small businesses. Jobs will be lost,
many in rural areas, which have taken decades to create. Composting and recycling facilities employ
significantly more workers than landfills and we invest heavily in equipment and rely on other
businesses for services and product distribution, resulting in a significant multiplier to our economic
impact.

Enviranmental

Solut ions

Economic Sense

2429 South US HWY 27, Suite 222,
Glermont, Florida 34711

Tel: (321) 2&7976
Email; info@harvestquest.com

us88lRii"*
MEMBER



At Harvest Quest we specialize in the composting of highly putresible organic waste streams, such as
biosolids (wastewater treatment sludge) and foodwaste. Yard trash is a major component of our
process and provides necessary carbon and porosity in our windrows (compost piles) facilitating efficient
composting. As Florida moves forward with the recently passed law and policies to meet a 75 percent
recycling goal by 2020, vast volumes of additional organic wastes, particularly foodwaste, will be
diverted from landfills. Take away our carbon source, yard trash, and the handling of these more
nutrient rich materials becomes extremely difficult.

Active windrows comprised of yard trash and biosolids

In summary as the public's awareness of environmental issues continues to grow, we must strive to
further implement and maintain truly sustainable practices. lt is ludicrous therefore, that the recycling
industry now faces a major step backwards. A small number of landfill companies, under the guise of
bringing us green energy, stand to gain substantially increased profits from the implementation of this
bill. They themselves could well be cutting jobs if they revert to a single collection and are no longer
required to segregate yard trash and household garbage. What is certain though is that, writing HB 569
into law will have severe negative consequences for Florida both economically and environmentally.

I respectfully urge you to consider my comments as you make your decision whether or not to sign HB
569 into Florida law.

Sincerely,

r )" tyM
Darren Midlane
Technical Director

Environmental
Solutions

Economic Sense
@
1 r i :  r-- . :

2429 South US HWY 27,Suite222,
Clermont, Florida 3471 1

Tek (321) 246-7976.
Emdl : info@harvestquest.com

usE[xfsr'*
MEMBER



State of Florida

Board of Countv Commissioners

Moy 7,2010

Honoroble Chorlie Crist
Governor of the Stote of Florido
The Copitol
400 South Monroe Sireet
Tollohosse e, FL 32399-000 I

Subject: HB 569

Deor Governor Crist:

As o County Recycling Coordinotor for 22 yeors ond o member of Recycle Florido Todoy, I
wonted to express my opposition to lifting the bon from disposing of yord woste in Closs I
londfills. Since 1988 Florido, the mojority of its counties ond lorge municipolities, ond privote
industries hove invested millions in estoblishing infrostructure ond progroms to recycle ond
reuse yord woste throughout the Stote.

You signed into low in 2008 HB Zl35 thot mondotes on oggressive gool of 757"recycling by the
yeor 2020, ond now it oppeors thot Florido is poised to toke one giont step bockwords ofter
being o leoder notionolly since the enoctment of the Solid Woste Monogement Act of 1988.

I om not chollenging the benefit of londfill (methone) gos to fuel os o renewoble energy
source, but like EPA, Region lV, mony of us oscribe to the principle here of highest beneficiol
use os being most desired. Acceleroting the depletion of voluoble londfill copocity throughout
Florido ond increosing the generotion of o more hozordous green house gos such os methone
is counterintuitive of best. To restote RFT's point: "it is preferoble to minimize methone
generotion by recycling yord woste through composting, mulching, ond more effective
biomoss energy uiilizotion progroms."

l, therefore, respectfully request the veto of HB 569.

Sincerely,

Jim Reece
Recycling Coordinotor

84 Ready Avenuc, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548
Oflicc (850) 6s1-7395
Fax (850) 651-1397



MORBARK, INC.
8507 S. W|NN RD P.O. BOX 1000
WINN, MICHIGAN 48896 (989) 866-2381 FAX (9Bg) 866-2280 www.morbark.com

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

In this year's legislative session, language was passed in HB 569 and SB 1052 repealing
Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trash into landfills. Florida established this
prohibition in the 1988 Solid Waste Management Act, in part to save valuable landfill capacity.
As a result, both the public and private sectors in Florida have invested millions of dollars in
separate collection programs and processing facilities and have developed diverse markets for
products produced from yard trash (mulch, composts, potting soils, bio-mass renewable energy
etc.). With the signing of this language into law this policy change will be both economically
detrimental to the 264 facilities registered in Florida who receive and process yard trash as it is
equally harmful to the environment. I urge you as the Governor to use your veto power regarding
this odious language.

The economics behind writing HB 569 into law would allow big business and special interest to
make a slightly larger profit while tumbling the vast amount of small business in this sector.
Florida as a whole is working through one of the toughest periods in the history of the state
regarding unemployment and revenue and this legislation charts the wrong course on the road to
teco\/ery. To further validate th.e point, according to the Institute for Local Self Reliance,
composting alone creates four jobs to each one created in a landfill. The wording of HB 569
would lead you to believe that the "waste industry" is out to capture methane and generate
electricity from this capture. This is not the case; the truth to this bill is the mere fact that the
waste industry will no longer have to make two separate pickups for segregated yard waste and
household garbage. The waste industry will cut costs by picking both up at once. These details
are from testimony given by a representative from "Waste Management" before the Senate
General Government Appropriations Committee and Environmental Preservation and
Conservation.

It is important to note that yard ffash, of which leaves and branches make up 90Yo of the content,
are a poor feedstock for methane production because of the lignin content. Less than 30%o of leaf
mass and branches decompose in a landfill environment. According to DEP, of the 30oh which

"With Pride in Pertormance"



MORBARK, INC.
8507 S. W|NN RD P.O. BOX 1000
WINN, MICHIGAN 48896 (989) 866-2381 FAX (9Bg) 866-228A www.morbark.com

do decompose and create methane only 75-90o/o of the methane is captured. Environmentally,
methane is thirty times more harmful to the earth's atmosphere than that of Carbon Dioxide. On
the other hand, composting of yard waste is considered carbon neutral. The methane produced in
yard waste after being composted and added to soils is sequestered.

The list of reasons to veto this language are many but most importantly, by writing HB 569 into
law it will put 264 thriving small businesses in Florida out of business leaving hundreds of
people unemployed. I believe as many others do that this is the anti-thesis to Florida's goal
during this year's legislative session. I ask that you seriously consider these arguments as you
make your decision whether or not to put HB 569 into Florida law.

Regional Manager

"With Pride in Pertormance"



Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahasse e. FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist.

In this year's legislative session, language was passed in HB 569 and SB 1052 repealing
Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trash into landfills. Florida established this
prohibition in the 1988 Solid Waste Management Act, in part to save valuable landfill capacity.
As a result, both the public and private sectors in Florida have invested millions of dollars in
separate collection programs and processing facilities and have developed diverse markets for
products produced fiom yard trash (mulch, composts, potting soils, etc.). With the signing of this
language into law this policy change will be both economically detrimental to the 264 facilities
registered in Florida who receive and process yard trash as it is equally harmful to the
environment. I urge you as the Governor to use your veto power regarding this odious language.

The economics behind writing HB 569 into law would allow big business to make a slightly
larger profit while tumbling the vast amount of small business in this sector. Florida as a whole is
working through one of the toughest periods in the history of the state regarding unemployment
and revenue and this legislation charts the wrong course on the road to recovery. To further
validate the point, according to the Institute for Local Self Reliance, composting alone creates
four jobs to each one created in a landfili. The wording of HB 569 would iead you to believe that
the "waste industry" is out to capture methane and generate electricity from this capture. This is
not the case; the truth to this bill is the mere fact that the waste industry will no longer have to
make two separate pickups for segregated yard waste and household garbage. The waste industry
will cut costs by picking both up at once. These details are from testimony given by a
representative from "'Waste Management" before the Senate General Government
Appropriations Committee and Environmental Preservation and Conservation.

It is important to note that yard trash, of which leaves and branches make up 90Yo of the content,
are a poor feedstock for methane production because of the lignin content. Less than 30% of leaf
mass and branches decompose in a landfill environment. According to DEP, of the 30% which
do decompose and create methane only 75-90% of the methane is captured. Environmentally,
methane is thirty times more harmful to the earth's atmosphere than that of Carbon Dioxide. On

coRpoRATE 703 Hennis Road r winter Garden, ,i:;::i:#i1iil;TX'r0.800.4078 . 4o7 st7.2600 o Fax 407.877.7064
NoRTH FtoRlDA 779 West Highway 20 r Holl ister, Florida32147.386.328.8188 o Fax 386.328.8785

ATABAMA 5998 Highway 78 West r West Oxford, Alabama 36203 . Z56.B3s.gg6s . Fax 256.835.gg34



the other hand, composting of yard waste is considered carbon neutral. The methane produced in

yard waste after being composted and added to soils is sequestered.

The list of reasons to veto this language are many but most importantly' by writing HB 569 into

law it will put 264 thriving small 6urin.rr", in Florida out of business. I believe as many others

do that this is the anti-thesis to Florida's goal during this year's legislative session. I ask that ;'ou

seriously consicier tirese arguments as yoJ niake your clecision w'liether or not to put HB 569 into

Florida law.

Sincere_ly,

f-7za
Kris Creeden
President
C&WGlobal ,  Inc.

www. co n dw tru ckin g. co m
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Recycle Florida Today, Inc.
Post Office Box 15889
Tallahassee, FL 32317 -5889

May 6,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tal lahassee, F L 32399-000 I

Dear Governor Crist:

RE: HB 569

I am writing on behalf of Recycle Florida Today, Inc. (RFT), a state-wide recycling advocacy
organization, to express our strong opposition to HB 569. HB 569 will be a significant policy
change to allow landfilling of yard trash in Class I landfills provided that there is a landfill gas
collection system and the landfill gas is beneficially used.

Current Statutes and Rules prohibit the disposal of yard trash in Class I landfills. The State
established this prohibition in the 1988 Solid Waste Management Act, in part to save valuable
Class I Landfill capacity. As a result, both the public and private sectors in Florida have invested
considerably to establish separate yard waste collections programs, yard waste processing
facilities, and end-markets for products produced from yard waste. The proposed policy change
would likely have significant adverse impacts on current collection programs, existing
infrastructure and end-markets, as well as the accelerated depletion of valuable disposal capacity.
It is important to note that there are currently 264 facilities in Florida registered to receive and
process yard waste.



Letter to Governor Crist - HB 569
May 6,2010
Page Two

While RFT believes that landfill methane capture and beneficial reuse is appropriate, we also

believe that it is preferable to minimize methane generation by recycling yard trash through
composting, mulching and more effective biomass energy utilization programs.

This is especially important now as Florida moves forward with the recently passed law and
policies to meet a 75 percent recycling goal by 2020 and in doing so, provide national leadership
in solid waste management. We respectfully request that you veto HB 569 due to its impact of
increased disposal of yard trash, the undermining of Florida's ability to achieve its proposed
recycling goal, and its impact on the many yard waste processing businesses operating in the
State.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of our request to veto HB 569.

Sincerely,

, /1r

${reLL'Wxo4\r
Susan Chapman, Chair, RFT Board of Directors

SNC/cs

About RFT:
Founded in 1991, Recycle Florida Today is a diverse 300+ member 501 (C) (6) statewide
professional and advocacy organization comprised of recycling, waste reduction and solid waste
management professionals from the public sector, private industry and non-profit community.
Through education and public forums, and through legislative advocacy RFT is committed to
promoting resource conservation and environmental stewardship in Florida through recycling,
waste prevention, reuse, composting and sustainable management of solid waste. For more
information, visit RFT' s website at www.recyclefl oridatoday. org

Recycle Florida Today, Inc. . Post Office Box 15889 ' Tallahassee, FL 32317-5889
Phone: (850)907- 1278 ' Fax (E50) 386-4321

Email: info@recyclefloridatoday.org . Web: www.recyclefloridatoday.org



kessler consult ing inc.
innovative waste solutions

May 10,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallalrassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052 - authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Govemor Crist,

Kessler Consulting, Inc. has been in business for over 22 years providing planning and policy
selices to over 100 counties and cities in Florida. Our company has been based in Tampa since
1988. We understand that waste reduction, reuse, composting, and recycling each play an
important role in Florida's integrated waste managernent plogram. These conservation programs
that our staff worts on every day here in Florida helps to extend the life of landfills and reduce
the amount of waste entering disposal t'acilities in order to reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions
and the impacts of Global Climate Change. We urge you ils tlre Governor to ase your veto
pox,er regarding tlris language tlrst we strongly oppose.

Through our long-standing work in the State, we believe that the language in the HB 569 and SB
1052 authoizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill should be removed for the
following reasons:

. Florida established the yard waste prohibition in the 1988 Solid Waste Management Act,
in part to save valuable landfill capacity. Major steps backwards will be taken in waste
reduction, composting and recycling if the language is repealed.

. Composting of yard waste is considered carbon neuhal. Any rnethane produced in yard
waste after being composted and added to soils is sequestered.

. It is inconsistent with the objectives of SB 570 and in meeting the State 75Yo recycling
goal.

. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin content, decompose slowly and only partially in a
landfill environment, contributing an insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs.

. It has potential to reduce jobs in the 264 thriving small to medium size businesses in
Florida currently in the yard waste industry and put some out ofbusiness.

We ask that you seriously consider these arguments as you make your decision whether or not to
put HB 569 into Florida law.

(SIGNATURES ON BACK SIDE OF LETTER - TURN IT OVER)

Tel: 813.971.8333
fi printed on recycled pap€r

14620 N Nebraska Ave., Bldg. D, Tampa, FL 33613 Fax; 813.971.8582 www-kesconsult.com



Governor Charlie CrN

HB 569 (authoizing the disposal of yardfiash at a Cltss I landfiIl)

Page 2

Sincerely,

'r""{firykins'rne
Mitch Kessler, TamPa, FL
President

-/f|,.uar,- **)
Miriam Zimms, TamPa, FL
Proj ect Manager/Senior Consultant

2.( ,r t4. ; fu
Robin Mitchell, St. Petersburg, FL
Project Manager/Senior Consultant

JUe
Shane Banett, Dunedin, FL
Consultant

DonRoss,
Project

Maureen Schaefer, TamPa, FL
Research Analyst

05071 0-Govemor Crist-KCI
kessler consulting inc.
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Honorable Charlie Crist

Governor of the State of Florida

The Capital

400 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Re: H8569 -: Authorizing the Disposal of Yard Trash at a Class I Landfill May 10, 2010

Dear Governor Crist,

Florida Potting Soils, Inc., a subsidiary of Sun Gro Horticulture, depends on a significant amount of yard

waste and wood waste compost for utilization in the Horticulture, Agriculture, Turf Grass and Landscaping

Industries. We are a company focused on a more environmental friendly method for dealing with composting to
create a beneficial valued end product. This is not only a benefit to us, but in turn, is a huge environmental benefit
for the reduction of the yard waste and wood waste deposited into the landfills.

Florida Potting Soils, Inc. has the reputation as "Florida's premier source for custom blended potting

soils". Florida Potting Soils, Inc. has been in business for over thirty-five years, supporting the Green Industries and
holds the highest standards for quality control for "Best Management Practices". Through the years, we have
focused on being the leader in sustainabil ity through many existing programs such as our commitment to use less
energy whenever possible, the use of locally sourced raw materials and peat land restoration programs to name
just a few.

The compost materials derived from approximately 1 million yards of waste / wood waste is a significant
part of our business. The yard waste and wood waste materials are reduced bV 60%-7O% through the reduction
process. On an annual base, we use over 300,000 yards of f inished resource compost materials for our custom
blend potting soil mixes. We service over 1,250 active customers in the Horticultural, Agricultural, Landscaping
and Turf Grass Industries. This product allows the growers and landscapers a more affordable product which is
much needed for their survival during the toughest down turn in the Florida economy. Without these compost
materials, the only alternatives would be materials that would cost three times as much. In addition, we would be
forced to downsize our business structure which would result in unemployment to several employees. We would
also depend on mining more peat lands in Florida and North America.

With the signing of this H8569, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfi l l , i t would be
detrimental to the Green Industry and our business. I believe as many others do, that this is not the best solution
for "Going Green" or is it an alternative for recycling a much needed key component for our business. I ask that
you seriously consider these arguments as you make your decision whether or not to put H8569 into Florida Law.

Respectfully,

/h4,
Matt Biegler

General Manager

6021 Beggs Roed, Orlandc, Florida 3281c-ze00
Fhone:800.683.f00 Fax:4{/.297.6164 E+nail:info@foscils.com
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Ocala Recycling Division

Phone: 352-351-0666 Fax: 352-351-2498
P.O Box 193 Silver Springs,FL 34489

May 11,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahasse e. Fl 32399 -00 |

RE: H8569 - Authorizing the Disposal of yard rrash at class I Landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Compost USA, lnc. is a company dedicated to a100%o green operation. We use 300,000
yards of yard trash and tree debris to compost sludge cake (bio-solids). Our process allows us to
take wood mulch, used horse bedding and bio-solids and turn these resource, into a nutrient rich
soil amendment in 45 days, thus keeping these materials out of local landfills.

Our process is 100% green with no residual waste at the end, just a nutrient rich end
product. This product is great for soil amendment, golf course and sports fields, lawns, as well
as potting soils and use by farmers. Because of the yard and wood waste in our product it holds
up to l0 times its own weight in moisture, thus reducing the need for excessive watering.

The yard waste, horse bedding and bio-solids are composted using our MSAp (Modified
Static Aerobic Pile) and organic catalyst. The end product meets and exceeds all state and
federal class AA requirements, with zero nitrates and less than 1 part per million phosphorus.

However if H.8.569 is signed into law allowing waste companies to land fill yard waste
is will be extremely detrimental to our compost process as we use over 300,000 yards of yard
waste and tree debris horse as well as 100,000 yards of bedding annually,

We are a company dedicated to the true "green industry" as are well on the path to make
Florida 75Yo greenby 2020. BuL we cannot do this if the big waste companies landfill their
green waste. H.B. 569 would cause unemployment of our staff as well as the certain death of our
company. Please consider all of these facts before making H.B. 569 a Florida law.

I would also like to invite you to visit our website at www.compostusa.net and we would
be honored to have you visit our operation if your schedule allows.

Best regards,

Glen Stewart
Chief Operating Officer
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee. FL 32399-0001

RE: HB569 and SB 1052, authorizingthe disposal of yard trash at a class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist.

Please veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052 that repeals Florida's longstanding ban of

allowing yard trimmings into landfills.

Landfills are not the place for any form of biomass. Biomass is better composted and used to

improve Florida's soils used for agriculture. Compost added to soil reduces the need for

chemical fertilizers, reduces water pollution, water use and works towards goals we must meet

facing us in these times. .

Working towards increasing revenue for landfills is working backwards. Reducing landfills

should be Governments goal. Government needs to find more environmental friendly ways to

create jobs. Composting is one and the best means to get the most value from biomass by
working for the farmer many years after application.

Sincerely

Frank Shields
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crisl

As a Florida resident and environmental contractor, I urge you to please use your power to veto the
recently passed FIB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings
into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
o It will hurt Florida's small businesses. The264 facilities registered in Florida who

manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of
business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for
the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other
Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small
businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting
creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

o It will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

o It will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture
rate at 75%o,while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the
landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as 20o/o). The methane that escapes is 30
times more harmful to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be
generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the
missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be
generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants
and improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown,
compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

o It contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title29, Chapter 403, section 703 of
the Florida Stafutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or
materials that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed
and reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard
trash in landfills, methane collection notwithstanding is NOT recycling, as there is no
return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the

Telephone (240) 393-0492
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purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the
EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

r It contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North
America (SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In a joint
position statement in2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill
technology "should be accomplished without encouraging more organics to be placed in
landfills, ondwithout reversing hardwon and effective progroms ond regulatory effirts
that hove raised recycling rates for organic residuals. Energ,, recovery, in bioreactor or
conventionol landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives ond without
improperly creating incentivesfor more land disposol."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris,
NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is
even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what
Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a
major step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Cyclelogic works with companies that generate, process, use, purchase or sell recyclable
materials. Our primary focus is on the economical and ecological benefits inherent with the reuse
of organic materials. Cyclelogic incorporates recycling into decisions regarding which materials
are mined, how they are used for manufacturing, when they are discarded, and how they are
reused. In this manner, the cycling of the earth's finite resources only becomes limited by the
mind's ability to imagine new uses.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Govemor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www.compostin gcounci l.org

Sincerely,

>-.p*ts=*
David M. Hill
Principal,
Cyclelogic
Environmental Marketing and Business Development

Telephone (240) 393-0492
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May 12,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Govemor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee. FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding ban of
allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
o Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who manufacture

compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business. Along with this will be
a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and operated by Florida
residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the
services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that
composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

r Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin content,
decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an insignificant amount
to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real
goal, increased revenues at landfills.

o Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured by the
collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at T5Yo,whilethe
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire life that rate may be
as low as20%o). The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than
the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled.
That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would
be generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and
improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits
would help improve yields in a number of crops.

P.E.A.Licensing,[nc.o2300 N.WCorporoleBlvd. .Sui te l l l  tBocoRoton,FL3343l-7358,USA

?B Sat .ccA.at ao . t 56t .998.5535 . aL. Soles@tutksqews.com . Jt w.turboscrvs.com
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o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the Florida
Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that would otherwise
become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to use in the form
of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT
recycling, because there is no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal
defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the
EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

o Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America (SWANA),
the national association representing the landfill industry. [n a joint position statement in 2006 by
SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology "should be accomplished
without encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing hard won and
efective programs and regulatory eforts that hove raised recycling rates for organic residuols.
Energt recovery, in bioreactor or coffventionol landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling
initiatives and without improperly creating incentivesfor more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE have
been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is even precedent for a
governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003,
when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major step backwards for integrated solid waste
management."

My company, Plastic Engineering Associates Licensing, Inc. is directly involved with NatureV[/orks, LLC, the
world's leading manufacturer of bio-polymer (Polylactic Acid) made from plants. Compostingfacilities are
a vital necessityfor bio-polymers success as a remedyfor lowering our dependency onforeign oil and
promoting sustainable, renewable, and compostable packaging alternotives for US Citizens, including
Floridians.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert materials away
from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this legislation, but you can make it
right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

lf you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www.compostin gcounci l.org

Sincerely,

Bill Fogarty
Vice President

P.E.A. Licensing, Inc. . 23O0 N. \41 Corporole Bfvd. r Suite I I I o Eoco Roton, FL 33431-7358, USA

@ SAt.gCA.ataO . n 561 .998.5535 . ff.: Soles@futoscrews -com . 
Jt w.turboscrews.com



Hononable Charlie Cdst
Govemor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 3239$.0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Pfease use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing
Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard fiimmings into landfills. Overtuming this ban
is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:

o Will hurt Ftorlda's small buelnesseg. The 2O4 facilities registered in Florida
who manufaclure compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out
of buslness. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's of jobs. These small
businesses are primarily owned and operated by Flodda residents who selltheir
products to other Florida businesses, keeping profits within the state and using
the services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance
recently documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as
lardfilling the same material.

. Will not contrlbute to energy Independence. Yard trimmings, due to their high
lignin content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment,
contdbuting an insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy
argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real goal - increased
revenues at landfills.

r Witl hurt the envlronment Only a frac*ion of the methane that is generated will
be captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts
the capture rate at 7506, while the Inteqovemmental Panel on Climate Ghange
states that over the landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as 20%). The
methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than
the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted
rather than landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to the environment
from NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved water
quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved storm water
management. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits
would help improve yields in a number of cropo.

o Confiadlcts your own laws and the US EPA Title 29, Chapter 403, section
703 of the Florida Statutes, defines "Recacling" as 'any process by which solid
waste. or materials that would othenrlse become solid waste, are collected,
separated, or processed and reused or retumed to use in the form of raw
materials or producG.' Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not,
is NOT recycling, because there is no retum to use. Directing the DEP to award
recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and



recycling quantitaes, and ls contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-
recycle.

o Contradicts the posltlon of the Solid Waste Management Agsoclaffon of
North Amerlca (SWANA), the national association rcpresenting the landfill
industry. In a joint position statement in 2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states
that advances in landfill technology 'shouE be accomplished without
encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing hard
won and effec{ive programs and regulatory efforts that have raised recycling
rates for organic residuals. Energy re@very, in bioreactor or conventional
landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without
improperly creating incentives for more land disposal.'

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landlilling yard debris,
NONE have been overtumed, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations.
There is even preoedent for a govemor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature.
That is what Goremor Mlsack did in lowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto,
'this action will be a major step backwards for integrated solid waste management.'

Floridians have a proud history of protec-ting the environment and looking for ways to
divert materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge enor in
passing this legislation, but you can make it right. Please do the right thing, Govemor-
veto this bill.

lf you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www. comoostinocouncil. orq

Sincerely,

Wfu
Kathryn T. (Katie) Brown

Waste Reduction Specialist
Solid Waste Management Department
Hillsborough County, Florida



May 13,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Fl. 32399-000 1

Re: HB 569 and HB 1052 authorizing the disposal of yard trash at Class I Landfills

Dear Governor Crist:

We wish to add our voice to those citizens asking you to veto a bill that is bad for the
environment and bad for the economy. I'm sure you have received countless letters that
clearly express the scientific reasons why methane capture and reuse in a landfill is
inferior to composting as a carbon reduction strategy. Others have told you that if yard
waste composting facilities go out of business, the landscapers and farmers of Florida
will have to go elsewhere to purchase the soil that we now create locally, putting those
farmers and landscapers at an even bigger economic disadvantage. There are studies that
show that composting employs four times as many people as landfilling, which is
especially important considering Florida's unemployment.

What I have not seen anyone else tell you is that when landfills want yard waste so that
they can take advantage of subsidies or carbon credits for their methane capturing
systems, they can afford to make the price of disposal so low that yard waste recyclers
will go out of business. If you fail to veto this bill, we, along with the other 263 yard
waste facilities registered in Florida will cease to exist. On the other hand, if you veto the
bill, the consequence to the landfills will be minimal and not one of them will have to
close because they lack the yard waste to make methane. Please stand by Florida's small,
local, green businesses and veto this bill.

Sincerely,

k /)

/L Lt ^--
Maria de la Portilla

Office Address:
One South Drive
Miami Springs, FL 33166
(305) 885-1200
Fax: (3OS) 887-0640

Facility Address:
14530 NW 1 12 Avenue

Hialeah Gardens, FL 33018
(305) 362-67S9

Fax: (305) 362-6799



The Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee,
FL 32399

Dear Governor Crist,

I implore you to veto FIB 569 and SB 1052, bills that would repeal the state's ban
on landfilling yard waste.

Before becoming a perrnanent Florida resident in 2008 I was living in Falls
Church, VA and working as Executive Director of the Container Recycling
Institute, a small non-profit organization located in my hometown, Washington,
DC. Shortly after I retired to Amelia Island, Florida's legislature passed FIB 7135
establishing a statewide recycling goal of 75o/o to be achieved by 2020. The goal is
laudable, but will be difficult, if not impossible to reach, given current recycling
infrastructures in the state. I have spoken to folks atFL DEP about ways to achieve
the goal, including adoption of a container deposit law. Repealing the yard waste
ban will certainly render the goal impossible to reach. It's difficult to understand
how you could have adopted fm 7135 and then consider repealing HB 569 and HB
t0s2.

Sincerely,

Pat Franklin
1427 Beach Walker Road
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

E-mail: michael.heltzer@basf.com



South Dade Soil & Water Conservation District
1450 N. Krome Ave., Suite 104

Florida City, FL 33034
(305) 242-1288 Fax (305) 242-1292

www. southd adeswcd. org

May 12,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe StreetTallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing disposal of yard trash at a Class 1 landfill

Dear Governor Crist:

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052,
repealing Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills.
Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The following good reasons are offered to veto these bills:
1. Gontradicb your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403,

section 703 of the Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any
process by which solid waste or materials that would otherwise
become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and
reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products".
Buying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT
recycling, because there is no return to use. Directing the DEP to
award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking
waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the
EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

2. Production of compost and mulch is a far better use of yard trash.
Florida's #2 economic engine is Agriculture and it can be preserved
and strengthened by turning yard trash into compost and mulch.
These valuable recycled products can help conserve water and add
valuable nutrients to our poor Florida soil.

3. Argument for production of methane is a ploy to increase landfill
revenues. The methane that escapes landfills is 30 times more
harmful to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be
generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. Over
the life of a landfill only 20% of the methane may be captured.
Composting and mulching of yard waste recycles 100o/o.

,'av
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23 States have bans in place on landfilling yard debris. NONE have been
overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations.
Governor Vilsack of lowa vetoed a ban repeal stating, "this action will be a
major step backwards for integrated solid waste management".

The South Dade Soil and Water Conservation District, a non-profit, non-funded
governmental subdivision of the State of Florida respectfully requests that you
continue to be The People's Governor" and veto this bill.

Sincerely,

Morgan l. Levy, Administrator



Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

As a resident of Florida and an environmentalist, I want you to use your power to veto the recently passed
FIB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills.

One of the most important considerations is the reduction of greenhouse gases. Placing yard materials and
other organics in a landfill increases the production of methane, one of the worst greenhouse gases.

At a recent USEPA conference on the impact of composting and landfills on greenhouse gases, it was
determined that the return of compost and other organics sequesters carbon and therefore needs to be
given credit.

On the other hand, less than 40 percent of the methane emitted by landfills is captured or even capable of
being captured. Drive down to Broward or West palm Beach counties and you can smell the methane and
other gases.

Furthermore, these gases seep into ground water and even into homes or business adjacent to landfills.

I urge you to veto these two bills.

As an Independent voter I hope to be able to vote for you.

Eliot Epstein
9071 Fairbanks Lane. #l
Boca Raton,FL33496
epsteinee@comcast.net
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May 12,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding ban of
allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overtuming this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
. Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The264 facilities registered in Florida who manufacture

compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business. Along with this will be
a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and operated by Florida
residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the
services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that
composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

o Will not contribute to enersr independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin content,
decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an insignificant amount
to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real
goal, increased revenues at landfills.

o Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured by the
collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at 75o/o,whilethe
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire life that rate may be
as low as20Y)- The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than
the carbon dioxide that would be generated ifthe yard trash were composted instead of landfilled.
That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would
be generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and
improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits
would help improve yields in a number of crops.

P.E.A. Licensing, |nc.,2300 N. W Corporole Blvd. t Suite I I I .8oco Raton,FL3343l-7358,U5A

@ SOt.cgA.atao . ?. 561 .998.5535 . i:f., So/es@turboscre*s.co^ . "t w.turboscrews.com
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I Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title29,9l?pttt403, sectionT}3 of the Florida

Statutes, defines ,,Recycling,' as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that would otherwise

become solid waste, aie col-lected, separated, oi processed and reused or retumed to use in the form

of raw materials or products." Burying yard trasir in landfills, methane collection or not, is NoT

recycling, because ihere is no return ti use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal

defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the

EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle'
o contradicts ihe position of solid waste Management Association of North America (swANA)'

the national assoc'iation representing the landfill industry.In a joint po.sition statement in 2006 by

SWANA and the USCC, it states thlt advances in landfill technology "should be accomplished

without encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing hard won and

ffictive progroms and regulatory efforts that hne ,:ind recycling rates for orgonic residuals'

Energ,t recovery, in bioreacto, o, iin rrtional landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling

initiatives ond i,fthout improperly creating incentives for more land disposal"'

please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE have

been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations' There is even precedent for.a 
^

govemor,s veto of a fln repeal passing the i.giri;tu... That is what Governor vilsack did in Iowa in 2003,

when he stated that without his veto,',this acttn will be a major step backwards for integrated solid waste

management."

My company, plastic Engineering Associates Licensing, Inc. is directly iwolved with Naturell'orks, LLC' the

world,s leading 
^o*ffitrrr 

o/bro-polymer (Polylaitit 'l."td1 madefrom plants. Compostingfacilities are

a vital necessity for bio-polymrr, ,r"rrri o, o;r*ndyfor lowering our dependency onforeign oil and

promoting ,uriinoble, ,"nlwable, and compostable packnging alternatives for (IS Citizens, including

Floridians.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert materials away

from landfills. The Florida Legislature 
"oriritt.d 

a huge error in passing this legislation, but you can make it

right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill'

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,

www.compo stinqcouncil.org

Sincerely,

Bill Fogarty
Vice President

P.E,A Licensing, Inc. . 2300 N' W. Corporote Blvd ' Suite I I I o Boco Roton' fL 33431-7358' USA

@ to, .roa.o, o0 . f: 56t .998.5535 ' [{' Soles@tu*pscrews'-* ' 
tt w'turboscrews'com
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol 4OO South Monroe Street Tallahassee, FL 32399-OOOI

RE: HB 569 and SB LO52, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Govennor Crist,

I  am veny concerned about the necently passed HB 569 and SB 1052 that would repeal Flonida's
longstanding ban on yard matenials in landfi l ls. I  strongly unge you to veto these bi l ls.

f am active in promoting compost production and use in Wisconsin thnough the pnivate non-
profit onganization I work for and with our state wide recycling organization. I have often
looked to Flonida fon their pnognessive approach to divert ing organics from landfi l ls and
gnowing up of the compost industny.

Continuing the Florida landfi l l  ban on yard matenial:
o Is about keeping thousands of jobs in Flonida that are pant of the composting industny

and divensify the Flonida economy.
o rs about impnoving soils in Florida through the recycling of yard matenials.
o rs about neducing greenhouse gases fnom landfills not increasing them.
o And is about Flonida's impact on othen states'yard matenial recycl ing policies.

The Institute fon Local Self Reliance has determined that composting cneates four times as
many jobs as landfi l l ing the same material. Healthy plants, healthy foods, healthy
agricultune al l  start wlth healthy soi l .  Compost bring soil  back to l i fe because it  is a
l iving matenials fuII of mil l ions of beneficial microorganisms and fungi. Landfi l ls do not
impnove soil .

Returning yand materials to landfills will contribute little to energy production. The
science is that little to no oxygen is present landfills: so yard materials decompose very
slowly due to thein high lignin content. The small amount of methane that might be produced
will likely not even be captured because the efficiency of these systems nanges fron 2O-75%.

Yand matenials ane a nesource that is too valuable to Iandfi l l .  Valuable to the economy,
valuable to food pnoduction, valuable to the hort icultunal industry and valuable to water
quali ty thnough enosion control. Waste companies are using the energy angument as a smoke
screen to cover thein neal goal putt ing more materials into the gnound.

Landfi l l ing yard materials is not necycling. It  is wasteful and a misuse of a valuable
resounce. It  is also counten to the EPA's hienarchy of reduce, reuse, recycle. Enengy
recovery from bioreactons and conventional landfills should happen but yard materials and
other onganics, such as food, should not be bunied but reused.

Do not let Florida take a major step backwand. Honor Ftonida's proud history of protecting
the environment. HeIp Florida continue to move forward in onganics recycl ing fon the state
and the countny. Your veto is needed now.

Sincerely,

Kathy Powel1, Educat ion & Program Special ist
Recycling Connections Conp PO Box 91 Stevens point WI S44gl
7 tS 3 43-07 22 kathy@ recycl i ngcon necti o ns.o rg



Earth Circle Conservation & Recycling
33 Fifth Road #l
Roslindale, MA 02131
May I l, 2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida

The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee. FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding ban of
allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overtuming this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:

r Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The264 facilities registered in Florida who manufacture compost
and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business. Along with this will be a loss of thousands
ofjobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their
products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small businesses.
The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as
landfilling the same material.

o Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to their high lignin content, decompose
slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, and therefore would contribute an insignificant amount
toward Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real goal,
increased revenues at landfills.

r Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured by the
collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the caphue rate at75%o, while the
Intergovemmental Panel on Climate Change states that over a landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as
20%). The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that
would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the missed
benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved water
quallty, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants, improved stormwater management, and reduced use of
fertilizers, pesticides, and other chemicals that currently pollute Florida's water-table. As Florida State
researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the Florida Statutes,
defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that would otherwise become solid
waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to use in the form ofraw materials or
products." Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no
return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste
reduction and recycling quantities, and is confradictory to the EPA hierarchy ofreduce-reuse-recycle.

o Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America (SWAITIA), the
national association representing the landfill indusfry. In ajoint position statement in 2006 by SWANA and the
USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology "should be accomplishedwithout encouraging more
organics to be placed in landfills, andwithout reversing hardwon and effective programs and regulatory



efforts that hqve rqised recycling rates for organic residuals. Energt recovery, in bioreactor or corrventional
landfills, must be pursued without relming reqtcling initiatives and without improperly creating incentives for
more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE has overturned
this ban, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations and Republican legislatures. There is even precedent
for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003,
when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major step backwards for integrated solid waste
management."

As a recyclingandZero Waste consultant, I have worked on several projects in Florida since 1990, and have had
opportunities to observe the state's many outstanding recycling, composting, and waste reduction programs in
action. Given the tropical climate and extensive landscaping, there is high generation of yard waste and other
organics. Their highest and best use in restoring Florida's environment is to rehrrn them to the soil for agriculture
and land reclamation. This is the wisest route to conserve energy and fight global warming.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert materials away from
landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this legislation, but you can make it right. Do
the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council, www.compostingcouncil.org

Sincerelv.

Gretchen Brewer

Principal

Earth Circle

earthcirclegb@gmai l.com



Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee. FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard
trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment" 23 other states
In the US have bans in place on landftlllng Vard debris and NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts
by large waste corporations. Governor Vilsack in lowa another agricultural State has stated that without his veto,
"thls action will be a major step backwards for integrated solid waste management" in 2003. Florida should also
stay progressive and not veto HB 569 and SB 1052,

Please veto the recently passed HB 569 and 5B 1052 because it hurts Florlda and US envlronment. Florida
relies on its agricultural resources and its essential that we promote legislation and policies that harmoniously
conserve and maintain Florida's agricultural resources. The State's researchers have shown that yard trimmings
that are composted benefits our agricultural environment resulting in improved crop yields. Additionally there are
missed benefits to the environrnent from NOf using the compost that would be generated, including improved
water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater management,

Please veto HB 569 and SB 1052 because sending yardwaste to the landfill is from a lifecycle assessment BAD for
the environment regarding Climate Change. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured by
the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at 75%, while the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as
20%). The methane that escapes is 30 tirnes more harmful to global climate change than the carbon dloxide that
would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled.

Please veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052 to support Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities
registered in Florida who manufacture compost and mulch from yard trirnmings are at risk of going out of
business. Along with this will be a loss of 100O's of jobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and
operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and
use the services of other small businesses. The tnstitute for Local Self Retiance recently documented that
composting creates fu times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

Also, HB 569 and SB 1052 Contradlcts litle 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the Florida Statutes, defines
"Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that would otherwise become solid waste, are
collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products."
Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, ls NOT recycling, because there is no return to use.
Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and

quantitiet and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

Stein
Zero Waste Task Force of San Mateo, Santa Clara, and 5an Benito Counties
892 Arlington Avenue
Serkeley, CA 94707 tweil@i6c.org
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Ma1' 13.2010

I lonorable Chau'lie Crist
Covernor ol'the State oi-Florida
'l'he Clapitol
400 South Monroe Strcct
l'allahasscc. Irl, 32399-000 I

' . r i : ; : '  t r l  r l i l

RE: FIB 5(r9 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfi l l

I)car (ior,crnor Crisl.

Please usc ),our porver to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052. repealing Florida's
Iongstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landtllls. The ban ein landlilI disposalol-yard
trimnrings is essential to protect and expand Florida's conrposting industry. Your veto is
critical in order to sustain existing businesses and iobs in the state and to nrovj4g the
onnortunity to creatc rnanv more iobs. The potential to grorv the composting infrastructure in
Floricla is huge. Such grou4h will bring rnyriad benefits to the state beyond green jobs: soil
revitalization. reduced landfill emissions, public and private sector savings on solid waste
ntanagcmcnt costs. bettcr crop yields, and morc. Bv overtuming the landfill ban on yard
trinrnrings. HB 569 and SB 1052 are bad fnr the economy and bad lbr the environment. l-he barr
provides a needed institutionallpolicy framc'work to encourage composting over disposal.

Please be arvare that of the 23 statcs that have bans in place on landfilling yard dcbris.
NONE have been overturned, despite repealed efforts by large waste corporations. fhere is
cven precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislaturc. 'fhat is utat
(iovernor Vilsack did in lowa in 2003. rvhen he stated that r.vithout his veto. "this action rvill be a
major step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

I'he reasons to veto this language are many:
. Will hurt F-lorida's small businesscs. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who

manufacture compost and rnulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business.
Along with this wil l  be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These srnall  businesses are, forthe most
part, olvned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida
businesses, keeping profits within the state and using the services of other small
businesses. The Institute for Local Self-Reliance has documented that composting, on a
per-ton basis" create s four tinres as nrany jobs as landfilling or burning the same material.
lYill not contribute to encrgS'independcncc. Yard trimnrings. due to its high lignin
content, deconrpcse slowly ancl only part ial ly in a landfi l l  environlnerrt,  contributir lg an
insignif icant antount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
snroke screen to obscure the real goal. increased revenues at landfills.
Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection systenr (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capttlre
rate at 75o/c. while the Intergovernnrental Panel on Climate Change states that over a

0 *l ;.:;l:i"::rl;*'"



lantifill 's entire life that ratrl nray be as lorv as 20Vo). In the short-term (20 year tinre
horizon), the methane that escapes has a global warming potential 72 times tnore potent
than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard materials were composted
instead of landfilled. That does not count the nrissed benefits to the environment from
NOT using the compost that would be generated. including improved rvater quality,
reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stornrwater management. As
Florida State researchers have shown. compost's benefits would help improve yields in a
nuntber of crops.

. Contradicts Florida's oln larvs and the US EPA.'Iitle 29, Chapter 403, section ?01 of
the Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "auy process by rvhich solid waste, or
rnaterials that lvould otherwise become solid rvaste, are collected, separated, or processed
and reused or returned to use in the fornr of raw nlaterials or products." Burying yard
tr imming material in landfi l ls. nrethane collection or not, is NOT recycl ing, because there
is no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recvcl ing credit for disposal deteats the
purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycl ing quantit ies. and is contradictory to the
EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

. Contradicts the pclsition of Solid Waste Managcment Association of North America
(SWANA), the national association representing the landfi l l  industry. ln a joint posit ion
statement in 2006 try SWANA and the USCC. it states that advances in landfill
technology '"shrtuld be ucconrplished vt'ilhoLtt encouraging tnore org,anks to be plat:ed in
landJills, und v,ithottl rever.sittg httrd n'on and eJlbt:tit,e progrums arul rcgu[atory e.lfoils
tlrut have raised rer:vc'ling ratesJbr organi<: rasiduuls. Energl' rec()ver\', itr bioreuctor or
t'ltnveilionttI landfills, rrurst be pursued wirhout relaxing recyclittg irtiticttives and v'ithoul
inrproperh c'reuting, irtretiive.s.lnr nnre land disposo\."

"l'lre Institute fcrr Local Self-Reliance's 2008 re port. Stop Trashing Ihe Climute " provides
conrpelling evidence that expanded composting is one of the fastest. cheapest. and most ef'fcctive
strategies available for contbating climate change. flris report also dispels m),ths about the
climate benefits of landfill gas recovery and waste incineration. Significantly decreasing r.vaste
disposed in landfills and incincrators could reduce greenhouse gas emissions the equivalent to
closing 2lo/o of U^S. coal-fired porver plants. 'fhis is comparable to leading clirnate protection
pro;losals such as improving national vehicle fuel efficienc1,. Indeed, preventiltg waste and
expanding reuse, recyclirrg. and composting are essential to put us on the path to climate
stabilit-v.

Floridians have a preiud history ol'protecting the environment and looking t'or rvals to divert
ntaterials away lronr landfills. l-lre Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
lcgislation. bu[ you can make it right. Do the right thing, (iovemor: l'eto this bill.

If you require additional infonlation. please don't hesitate to contact rne.

Sincerelr'.

-B**j= 11.*x
Brenda Platt
Co-Director
I nstitute fbr Local Self-l{.eliance
!-l tLi i t  ir .  i ls1.,,  r ' : , : .  202-898- I 6l 0 x23 0



Working to Build Zero Waste Communities

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

May 13, 2010

We strongly urge you to VETO HB 569 and SB l-052, which would repeal Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard

trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

Florida residents and businesses produce yard debris all year round. Rather than being a burden to manage, these

materials are an asset to the agricultural community through composting operations. Composting returns these

materials and their nutrients to the soil where they can help retain water, reduce erosion, reduce the need for

hazardous pesticide and fertilizer applications whose runoff pollutes local waterways, and store carbon in the soil,

helping in the f ight against cl imate change.

This current bill will threaten thousands of jobs in the local Florida composting industry that were created in part by the
f andfill ban on yard waste. fhe 264 facilities registered in Florida who manufacture compost and mulch from yard

trimmings are at risk of going out of business. These small businesses are for the most part owned and operated by
Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of

other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting creates four times as
many jobs as landfilling the same material.

The powerful landfill lobby (a SSO billion industry) would have you believe there are vast amounts of energy to be gained

by this bill but in reality, the industry has its sights set on the increased revenues gained by increasing tonnage through
its gates. Yard trimmings, due to their high lignin content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment,
contributing an insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to
obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

The current landfill ban is one of the best tools you have to prevent potent greenhouse gas emissions. Methane will trap
72 times more heat in our atmosphere over the next 20 years than CO2. The IPCC found landfills may capture as little as
2O% of methane emissions over the life of the landfill. This means you will most likely increase your climate emissions by
burying yard waste, not decrease them as the landfill industry would have you believe.

The State of Florida has an ambitious recycling goal, and this proposed law directly contradicts Florida Statues, Title 29,
Chapter 403, section 703 of the Florida Statutes, which defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or
materials that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to
use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling,
because there is no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of
tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

P.O. Box 19006, Boulder, CO 8O3O8 , 3O3.444,6634 . f:303.444.6647 , www.ecocycle.org

AMEMBERoFcoMMUNtTVSHARESE'oFcotoRADo Pflnted on IOOVo postoonsumer recycled paper.



Working to Build Zero Waste Communities

It also contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America (SWANA), the national

association representing the landfill industry.

Of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts

by large waste corporations. There is even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is

what Governor Vilsack did in lowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major step

backwards for integrated solid waste management."

While communities around the country and world (including all of the European Union) are moving toward keeping all

organic materials-yard trimmings and food scrap-out of landfills to protect our climate and create jobs, this bill would

move Florida in the wrong direction for your climate, your soils and localjobs. The Florida Legislature hastily committed

a huge error in passing this legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing. Governor Crist, and veto this bill.

lf you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council, www.compostingcouncil.org

Sincerely,

Eric Lombardi, Executive Director

Eco-Cycle is one of the largest non-profit recyclers in the USA and has an international reputation as a pioneer and
innovator in resource conservation. We were created 30 years ago by everyday residents who had a passionate belief in
conserving our natural resources. These Eco-Cycle volunteers brought recycling to town in L976, making Boulder one of
the first 20 communities in the U.S. to offer curbside recycling. We continue to be driven by these same passions and
innovative actions. Eco-Cycle's mission is to identify, explore and demonstrate the emerging frontiers of sustainable
resource management through the concepts and practices of Zero Waste. We believe in individual and community
action to transform society's throw-away ethic into environmentally-responsible stewardship. Learn more at
www.ecocvcle.org.

P.O. Box 19006, Boulder, CO 80308 . 303-444.6634 . f:303.444.6647 . wwwecocycle.org

AI/EMB€ROFCOMMUNrYSHARESE'OFCOTORADO Printed on 7O0% post-consumer recycled paper.



EISENMANN
May 13th 2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-000 1

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Govemor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding
ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the
environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:

. Will hurt Ftorida's small businesses. The264 facilities registered in Florida who
manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business. Along
with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and
operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits
within the state and use the services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self
Reliance recently documented that composting creates @g times as many jobs as landfilling the
same material.
. Wiil not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The enerry argument is a convenient smoke
screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.
. Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at
T1Vo,while the Intergovemmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire
life that rate may be as low as 20%). The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to
global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were
composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from
NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved water quality, reduced
irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater management. As Florida State
researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.
o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that
would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated or processed and reused or
returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills, methane
collection or not is NOT recycling, because there is no retum to use. Directing the DEP to award
recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose oftracking waste reduction and recycling
quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy ofreduce-reuse-recycle.

EISENMANN Corporation
150 East Dartrnoor Drive. Crystal Lake, lllinois 60014
Phone: (8ls) 45S4100. Fax (815) 45S1018
wnnr/.eis€nmann-@m

Divisions of EISENMANN:
Finishing Systems. Application systenF . Material Handling . Ceramic Kilns
Envir,onrnental Protedion . Porcelain Enamel Systems . Wood Technology



EISENMANN CORPORATION
Date
Page2

o Contradicts the position of Sotid Waste Management Association of North America

(SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In a joint position statement

in 2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology "should be

accomplished without encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing

hard won and ffictive programs and regulatory efforts thot hove raised recycling rates for
organic residuils. Eneig recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills, ml$t be pursued

wilhout relaxing recycliig initiatives and without improperly creating incentives for more land

disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE have

been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is even precedent for a

governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in

1003, *h"n he stated that without his veto, 'this action will be a major step backwards for integrated solid

waste management."

EISENMANN Corporation is currently working with developers in the Southeast on Energy from Waste

projects that wouldbe negatively impacted by this change in policy. Development on projects would be

iralied resulting in the loss project development and construction jobs as well as on-going green-collar

operations jobs.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert materials

away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this legislation, but you

can make it right. Do the right thing, Govemor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www.compostingcounci l. org

Sincerely.

Adam Halsband
Business Development Manager
EISENMANN Corporation
Tel: 815.477.3232
Cell: 815.482.4335
eMail : adam.halsband@ei senmann.com
Web: www.EISENMANN.com

C:\ENCLVYlarketing\TEde Shows\USCC - US Composling Courcil\10O5'13 EISENMANN Letterto Gov Christ re H8569 SB1052.doc



Dear Governor Crist:

BASF Corporation supports the position of the U.S. Composting Council in urging a veto of HB 569/58
1052, measures repealing Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. BASF has
operations in the State of Florida in Quincy and Jacksonville.

To date, 23 states have bans in place on landfilling yard debris. None of these bans have been
overturned, and with good reason. Most importantly, these bans protect the environment. According to
information provided by the U.S. Composting Council, only a fraction of the methane that is generated will
be captured by a collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rale at75o/o,
while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire life that rate
may be as low as20%). The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmfulto globalclimate change
than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled.
That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from not using the compost that would be
generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved
stormwater management. Florida State researchers have shown that compost's benefits would help
improve yields in a number of crops.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert materials
away from landfills. We hope that you will continue this tradition.

lf you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www. com posti n gcou ncil. orq.

Sincerely,

Michael E. Heltzer
Government Affairs Manager
BASF Corporation
100 Campus Drive
Florham Park, NJ 07932
Phone: (973) 245-6035
E-mail: michael.heltzer@basf.com



3511 Cleveland Road West
Hurory Ohio M839
Phone: (419) 433-5525 or Toll Free (800) 421,-8722

The Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Re: House Bill569

May 10,2010

Dear Governor Crist,

I am writing in strong support of the Florida Recycles Today position against tIB 569, which, if signed,
would allow yard waste back into Florida's landfills. That action would set Florida's environmental
sustainability efforts back 20 years.

I have been involved in the composting business nationally since the early 1990's and have seen the
growing importance and credibility of yard waste diversion programs. Visiting Florida each year I
watch individuals carefully separate their yard waste-it is habit and it is sustainable. New products are
made from these materials that add nutrients back to the soils. The literature is rich with the proven
benefits ofthe process and products.

The future potential is huge. Many more organic materials (food, packaging) can be recovered from
landfills, but yard debris is a prerequisite to handling the more putrescent materials. The compost
created is fabulous! Referred to on the greater scale as BIO-MASS, organics are one more terrific
option for sustainable energy creation. Digester technolory captures almost 100% of the methane AND
creates a digestate at the end that is a wonderfirl soil additive. And it consumes no landfill space!

If House Bill 569 is signed into lawo Florida will STOP and REVERSE existing and future effofts to
develop and grow a range of biomass composting to digester facilities. These facilities are the new
industry, new jobs and a vital piece of the sustainable enerry menu for the new economy. When new
industry survey's Florida's green initiatives before selecting a place to settle, this move could add to the
tipping point. Young vital companies want to move where the outlook for a sustainable future is best.

Nationally the landfill industry is taking a hit from the economic downturn. The fact is many indushial
residuals are being designed for feedstocks into new processes. lndustry is finding that being green is a
boom to their bottom line. While good landfills are a necessary part of our counhy's infrastructure, and
methane capture is a good thing, it makes no sense at all to allow yard waste back into those cells to
make methane for an inefficient capture and to fill a finite hole in the ground. Those biomass resources
need to be driven to the businesses that will fuel the future economy-new jobs, better soils, a greener
future for the sunshine state! lt's in your hands.

Sincerely,



3511 Cteveland Road West
Huroru Ohio 44839
Phone: (419) 439-5525 or Toll Free (S}q 4n-8722

Barnes Nursery, Inc.



I have been employed in the composting industry for twenty years. Below is a recent
photo of a tree that was nearly dead in 2004. We applied four yards of compost to the
tree's drip line and incorporated it into the root zone using a pipe & garden hose. As you
can see the homeowner & neighbors are still enjoying that tree and it is still helping clean
the air.

I met an arborist that was doing the same thing in New York city. I have also taught
contractors how to use compost in erosion control as it not only stops silt it also breaks
down hydrocarbons contained in run-off.

The compost industry is still just beginning, I have been promoting it for twenty years in
my hometown and local extension people still don't understand all the benefits.

Please stop any legislation that cripples such an important industry.

Thank you,

Myron Hirschman
Hirsch Systems LC
215 East Grade Street
Winterset. Iowa 50273
515-229-1025 cell
www.hirschsystems.com



Governor Cnist,
lust a brief message fnom Massachusetts to shane with you the information that
yard tnimmings wil l  benefit  your state far more in a compost operation (backyard,
municipal, on commencial) than in a landfi l l  whene they wil l  do a great deal of
hanm via the generation of methane gas.
I would think that Florida would be especially concerned about climate
instability caused by this greenhouse gases. Attached is a fact sheet generated
by Sierna Club Massachusetts that explains the mechanisms by which mone methane
is released from landfills facilities that pnoduce electnicity than by those
which simply f lare and burn the gas.

To repeal the ban on yard tr immings would bring the worse kind of attention to
the state of Florida--that of leading the way down the wnong noad.

Regards,
Lynne Pledgen
Massachusetts



NEW LANDFILL REGS NEEDED
EPA gas-to-energy policy
worsens global warming

MAssrcHmerrs
Cnemrn

1. Common practices at commercial LFGTE (landfitl gas-to-energy) facilities INCREASE
methane release to the atmosphere, where it contributes to global warming.

' Landfill gas is a mix of gases (methane, carbon dioxide, and other toxic compounds in much
smaller amounts). Methane forms only in moist, airless spaces. In landfills, more moisture means
more methane. Oxygen, on the other hand, prevents methane from forming. Therefore, the
proportion of methane in landfill gas depends on the percentage of moisture and the
absence of oxygen in any given landfill, or portion of a landfill, at any given time.

' There is not always enough methane in landfill gas to run internal combustion engines for
producing electricity. Incoming Municipal Solid Waste has 2o-25o/o moisture, with rain
accumulating in pockets. Often more moisture is needed for the operation to be profitable.

' To increase the proportion of methane in the gas, many LFGTE operators use the following
methods, which thcrease the vofume of gas that escapes ftom the waste mass mto the
atrnosphere in the following ways:1

l. Tuming off orturning down gas co/lection wells on a rotatng basis to recharge
each field with moisture. The suction of gas collection dries out the waste so that
less methane forms. When suction is absent or reduced to increase moisture (and
methane), gas rises into the atmosphere.

ll. Reducng the suction in col/ectrbn wel/s to limrt oxygen from beng drawn inlo the
waste mass, where ft wou/d inhibit the formatrbn of methane. Reduced suction
allows more gas to rise into the atmosphere.

llf . Delayng nstallation of the final coverand gradng slopes lo encourage moisture
infiltratbn by rain, snow, and runotT. Precipitation causes more methane
generation in the^waste, and lack of cover allows more landfill gas to escape into
the atmosphere.2

f V. Recrrcu/ating /eachate to mcrease moisture. Leachate is liquid that accumulates in
landfills. Regulations require that it be drained away from the waste mass. lf
instead, leachate is recirculated, saturated conditions and subsidence of the
waste can damage or reduce the effectiveness of the collection pipes, thus
allowing more gas to rise from the waste into the atmosphere.

' These practices increase the percentage of methane in the waste, and decrease gas collection
efficiency. The waste industry does not deny using these methods to increase methane
formation.3 The US EPA must evaluate the impacis and regulate landfills accordingly, to reduce
global warming emissions.

2. US EPA regulations overestimate the amount of landfill methane captured, and
underestimate the global warming impacts of escaped methane.

' No satisfactory.methods have been developed to measure fugitive landfill emissions; all claims
are estimates. o The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Changes reports that over the lifetime
of a landfill, the percent of gas captured may be "as low as 2oo/o." 5

' Galculated over a 20-year period-- the time-frame critical for combating climate change
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--methane is 72 times more potent than carbon dioxide. Therefore, the impact of methane
released from the LFGTE practices described above, dwarfs the COz offset from electricity
production that is the rationale for operating these facilities.

3. Organic material should be diverted from Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) landfills to
curtail production of landfill methane and its global warming impact.

. Between half and two-thirds of our discards are organic: yard trimmings, soiled paper and fooo
scraps, with lesser quantities of pet waste, diapers, textiles and wood. When these organics are
buried in landfills, the lack of air causes methane to be formed as the material decomposes.
Landfills without organics would not produce methane.

. Organic materials now going to MSW landfills can be safely composted instead. Compost
facilities do not release methane to the atmosphere.o lf anaerobic digestion is used prior to
composting, methane can be collected and used for energy. Read about collection and
processing of organies in 121 North American communities at
http://bevondrecvclinq.orq/pdf f i lesiFinalReport.pdf, and track neW programs ?t www.bevondrecvclinq.oro.

4. US EPA should regulate landfills to reduce current and future methane release.

While diverting organics from MSW landfills is critical, that step alone does not address organic waste
already landfilled, or the period of transition from landfilling_ to composting. At a minimum the EPA should
require the following measures to reduce climate impacts:'

a) To cuftail methane generation:
(1) lnstallation of vertical collectors, maximum slopes and final cover. Each landfill cell should
be designed to reach final grade in not more than two years from first waste emplacement, and then
capped within another year: (2) Leachate recirculation prohibited, at least until after an expandable
low-permeability cover and active gas collection system have been installed; (3) De-watering of
flooded vertical wells.

b) To capture methane that has been generated:
(4) Horizontal collectors installed early, with each elevation change, spaced to overlap each pipe's
zone of influence, and operated as soon as possible; (5) No co-utilization of collectors for gas and
liquid; (6) Vertical well density: should not be more than every 150 feet; (7) Multiple wells in the
same bore holes to allow for distinct and optimal negative pressures at each level; (8) Gas
collected at leachate take-out points; (9) Multiple seals around bore holes, where collection
wells penetrate the final composite cover; (10) Optical remote scanning (ORS) should be
researched, and considered for leak detection over all surface areas of the landfill.

' Peter Anderson, "Comments to the California Air Resources Board" (Center for a Competitive Waste Industry, 2007).
' Don Augenstein, 'Landfill Operation for Carbon Sequestration and Maximum Methane Emission Control: Controlled
Landfilling Demonstration Cell Performance for Carbon Sequestration, Greenhouse Gas Emission Abatement and Landfill
Methane Energy," (Final Report, lnstitute for Environmental Managernenf, February 26, 2000).
" For example , "...applied vacuums are limited to prevent air intrusion and only collect the amount of high quality LFG necessary
to meet energy needs." [Emphasis added.], SCS Engineers, Inc. for Solid Waste Industry for Climate Solutions, Cunent MSW
lndustry Position and State-of-the Practice on LFG Collection Efficiency, Methane Oxidation, and Carbon Sequestration in
Landfills (July 2007), at p.2.
' lbid, at p.1
" lntergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2007. Mitigation of Climate Change: IPCC Fourth Assessmenf Repoft, Working
Qroup lll Repoft, Chapter 10: Waste Management, page 600.
o Sally Brown, et al., "Greenhouse Gas Balance for Composting Operations," Journa! of Environmental Quatity 37:1396 (2009),
aip.1407.
' For details see, 'Sierra Club Landfill Gas to Energy Task Force, Report to the Board," Appendix B, 2010 (Sierra Club)
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May 12,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, Authorizing The Disposal of Yard Trimmings At Class I Landfills

Dear Governor Crist:

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding
ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overtuming this ban is bad for the economy and the
environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
' Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who manufacture

compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business. Along with this will be a
loss of thousands ofjobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and operated by Florida
residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the
services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that
composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

' Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin content,
decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an insignificant amount to
Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real goal,
increased revenues at landfills.

' Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured by the
collection system the Intergovemmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfrll's entire
life the methane capture rate may be as low as 20o/o. The methane that escapes is 30 times more
harmful to global climate change than carbon dioxide. That does not count the missed benefits to the
environment from NOT using the compost that would be generated from diverting yard trimmings
away from landfills for processing at commercial composting facilities, including improved water
quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater management. Remember,
after the inefficient landfill energy extraction process is complete, the digested yard trimmings remain
entombed in the landfill. The organic nutrients are not further processed into a compost to be
reintroduced into society. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help
improve yields in a number of crops.

. Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the Florida
Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that would otherwise
become solid waste, are collected separated or processed and reused or refurned to use in the form of
raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT
recycling, because there is no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal
defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the
EPA hierarchv of reduce-reuse-recvcle.

TURNING EARTH, LLC
rr!  i ) i . r { , ' \ ' :1 i  : :  l i i : . i . \  f  l  i l r i  i . i ) . i l i r ' \ \ i

97 MapleWood Drive, Brewster, NY 10509 | Telephone.845 259 8400 | Facsimile. 845 6223649 | www.turningearthllc.com
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' Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Assoclation of North America (S\ryANA),
the national association representing the landfill industry. In a joint position statement in 2006 by
SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology "should be accomplished without
encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing hqrd won and effective
programs and regulatory efforts that have raised recycling rates for otganic residuals. Energt
recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives
andwithout improperly creating incentivesfor more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states thal have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE have
been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is even precedent for a
governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in lowa in 2003,
when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major step backwards for integrated solid waste
management."

Turning Earth, LLC is developing integrated organics recycling facilities for the production ofbiogas, high
value compost and local food production. These activities occur outside of landfills using mature
technologies capable of capturing virtually 100% of the methane from these organic streams. Importantly,
these non-landfill based operations are designed to further process the organics after the energy extraction
process is complete into high value compost. Unless you veto this bill, Florida will become much less
attractive to us as we look for expansion opportunities.

Please do not be fooled by the false choice being made in this proposed legislation. There are other and
much better ways to extract energy from organics and still produce valuable compost. Landfill biogas
projects are not the solution. This is a desperate move by landfills to drive more volume to landfills. More
volume means more tip fees (revenues) at great gxpense to the economy and environment.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert materials
away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this legislation, but you can
make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact
www.compostinscouncil.org

Sincerely,

the US Composting Council,

/lJ-,nM*
Managing Director and Founder
Turning Earth, LLC



Working to Build Zero Waste Communities

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee. FL 32399-0001

RE: Please VETO this o'brown' legislation HB 569 and SB 1052 ttrat
allows the landfilling of green yard trimmings (grass and leaves) in a landfill !!

Dear Governor Crist,

We are a large recycler in Colorado we are aghast at what Florida is doing here. Please
stop this self-serving move by the landfill industry to increase their gate profits by
destroying the Florida composting industry and increasing your state greenhouse gases.
The struggle to build a recycling and composting economy is working worldwide, so this
new legislation goes against one of the few good news stories about the environment.
We were just cheering Florida for your new goal of 75Yo recycling, but now we are about
to start jeering!

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing
Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this
landfill ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

Sincerely,

Eric Lombardi
Executive Director
Eco-Cycle Inc.
Boulder, CO
www.ecocycle.org
303-444-6634

Boulder Office . P.O, Box 19006, Boulder. CO 80308-2006 . Tel: 3O3-4U-6634 . Fox:3O3-444-6647
Longmont Office . 

.l40 
Mortin Street, Longmont. CO 80501 . Tel 3O3-772-7300 . Fox: 303-772-1688

Broomfield Office . 225 Commerce Street, Broomfield, CO 80020 . Tel: 303-404-2839 . Fox: 303-404-2583

A MEMEER OF COMMUNIIY SHARESIZOF COIORADO www,ecocycle.org Printed on l0@ postronsms recycled poper
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Rethink Tomorrow

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language a"re many:
o Will hurt Florida's small businesses.The264 facilities registered in Florida who

manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of
business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for
the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other
Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small
businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting
creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

o Will not contribute to enerry independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

o Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture
rate atTSYo,while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the
landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as20%)- The methane that escapes is 30 times
more harmful to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if
the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the missed
benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be generated,
including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved
stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits
would help improve yields in a number of crops.

Novoqtma North America" Inc
Composting Deryrtngnl

77 Perry Chopel Church Road
P.O. Box 576

FrankJinton, North Carolina 27 52 5

Fax:919491-1472Tel:919494-3489 ,t wrc. nofrr t6 g ree n r eleaf, , co m



o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the
Florida Statutes, def,rnes "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials
that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and
reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in
landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no retum to use.
Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking
waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of
reduce-reuse-recycle.

r Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America
(SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In a joint position
statement in2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill
technology "should be accomplished without encouraging more organics to be placed in
landfills, andwithout reversing hardwon and ffictive programs and regulatory efforts
that have raised recycling rates for organic residuals. Energt recovery, in bioreactor or
conventional landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without
improperly creating incentives for more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris,
NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is
even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what
Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a
major step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Our company's slogan is "Re Think Tomorrow". We embrace this Novozymes by believing in
sustainable practices that benefit both the economy and the environment. The Sate of Florida
must look toward the future and leave a healthier planet for our children to inherit.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www. compostingcouncil. org

Sincerely,

Frank Franciosi
Novozvmes NA. Inc.

Novoqtma Nonh America, Inc
Composting Department

77 Perry Chapel Church Road
P.O. Box 576

Franklinton, Nonh Carolina 27525

Fox:919494-1172Tel: 919494-3489 www. nafrt res g re e n r el eaf, , co m
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tal lahassee, F L 32399 -000 1

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
o Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The264 facilities registered in Florida

who manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going
out of business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small
businesses are for the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell
their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the
services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently
documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the
same material.

o Will not contribute to energlr independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high
lignin content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment,
contributing an insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy
argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased
revenues at landfills.

o Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will
be captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts
the capture rate at 75o/o,whi\e the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
states that over the landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as 20%). The
methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than the
carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead
of landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from
NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved water
quality, reduced inigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater



Governor Crist,

It is imperative that you do not repeal the ban that does not allow yard waste into landfills. Yard
"waste" is really not waste at all but a valuable resource that holds great fertility for our soils.
With rapid top soil loss (which hurts US food systems) and methane release from landfills
(which contributes to climate change), it is important that yard waste not go into landfills, but
rather fertilize our soils.

Thank you for taking the best action on this issue, and encouraging systems in Florida that
capture and utilize the value of yard waste.

Laura Fieselman
Sustainability Coordinator, Meredith College
Senior Fellow, Environmental Leadership Program
9 1 9. 760. 8 899, www.meredith. edu/sustainabilitv
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy
and bad for the environment.

I have personally worked for 29 years to promote the recycling of yard waste materials throughout
the nation, designed and sold machines necessary to make a recycled product from yard waste materials
plus owned and operated the first permitted yard waste recycling facility in Florida (Tampa, FL 1989).
Yard waste material is one of the few materials that can be recycled economically, needing no subsidies
from the state or federal government, but unfortunately, those who have a financial interest in being able
to transport this material to the landfills have no interest in losing tip fees by seeing this material recycled
and are the only ones who will benefit from passage of these bills. Additionally, without the ban waste
hauling companies are in a position to force yard waste producers, including government, to use their
services by withholding other necessary services. I experienced this first hand when attempting to set up
yard waste recycling on the Keys in the late 1980's.

The reasons to veto this language are many:

' Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who manufacture
compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business" Along with this will be a loss
of 1000's of jobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and operated by Florida residents
who selltheir products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of
other small businesses. The lnstitute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting
creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

' Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin content,
decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an insignificant amount to
Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real goal,
increased revenues at landfills.

' Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured by the
collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at 75%, while the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire life that rate may be as
low as 20o/o). The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmfulto globalclimate change than the
carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does
not count the missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be generated,
including improved water quality, reduced inigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater
management. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help improve yields in
a number of crops.

' Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the Florida
Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that would otherwise



become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to use in the form of
raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling,
because there is no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the
purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of
red uce-reuse-recycle.

. Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America (SWANA), the
national association representing the landfill industry. ln a joint position statement in 2006 by SWANA and
the USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology "should be accomplished without encouraging
more organics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing hard won and effective programs and
regulatory efforts that have raised recycling rates for organic residuals. Energy recovery, in bioreactor or
conventional landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without improperly
creating incentives for more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 stiates that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE
have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations and Republican legislatures.
There is even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what
Governor Vilsack did in lowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major
step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this legislation,
but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

lf you require additional information, please contact me or the US Composting Council,
www. com postingcouncil. orq

Regards,
PowellClinton
Earthsaver Equipment, Inc.
www. earth savereq u i pment. com
(406)752-6290
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RE: HB 569 and sB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a class I landfill

Dear Govemor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding

ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the

environment.

The reasons to veto this language a.re many:

o Will hurt Florida's small businesses.The264 facilities registered in Florida who

manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of

business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for

the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other

Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small

businesses. The lnstitute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting
creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

. Wilt not contribute to enerry independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

o Wilt hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture
rate at T5Yo,while the Intergovemmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the
landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as20%). The methane that escapes is 30
times more harmful to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be
generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the
missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be
generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants
and improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown,
compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. TitIe29, Chapter 403, sectionT03 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials
that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and
reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in
landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no refurn to use.
Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking



waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of

reduce-reuse-recYcle.
contradicts the position of solid waste Management Association of North America

1SWAXO, the nitional association representing the landfill industry- In a joint position

statement in 2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill

technology "should be accomplished without encouraging more organics to be placed in

landfills, indwithout reversiig hardwon and ffictive progrqms and regulatory efforts

that have raised recycling ratis for organic residuals. Energ,t recovery, in bioreactor or

conventionat landfiils, iust be pursuedwtthout relaxing recycling initiatives andwithout

improperly creating incentives for more land disposal' "
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May 13,2010

Via Overnight Delivery

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee. FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569 and SB 10520 authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding
ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the
environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
o Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who manufacture

compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business. Along with this will
be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and operated by
Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state
and use the services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently
documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

o Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin content,
decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an insignificant
amount to Florida's enerry needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure
the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

r Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured by
the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at 75Yo, while
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire life that rate
may be as low as20%;o). The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to globalclimate
change than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead
of landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the
compost that would be generated, including improved water quality, reduced inigation needs,
healthier plants and improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown,
compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the Florida
Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that would
otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to use
in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or

are
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not, is NOT recycling, because there is no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling
credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is
contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

o Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America
(SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In a joint position statement
in2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology "should be
accomplished without encouraging more orgonics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing
hard won and effective programs and regulatory effirts that have raised recycling rates for
organic residuals. Energy recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills, must be pursued
without relaxing recycling iniliatives and without improperly creating incentives for more land
disposal. "

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE have
been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations and Republican legislatures. There
is even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor
Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major step
backwards for integrated solid waste management."

WeCare Organics LLC are "leaders in beneficial use, technologies and traditions." WeCare Organics is
responsible for the final resolution of the largest volumes of non-hazardous residual waste streams in the
Eastern United States. Providing turnkey residuals management products and services to public and
private communities alike, WeCare Organics is the responsible, single-source solution in the ever-
changing world of residuals management.

Our interests in Florida are twofold: First, our technologies division has a partner in Max West, a high-
tech gasification firm, operating a facility in Sanford, Florida. Second, compost marketing as an industry.
We are the leading compost marketers on the East Coast and a major market like Florida removing a key
compost component from the process, yard waste, could damage the market, and the future of Green
innovation nationwide. Florida is a leader in the sreen revolution and WeCare Orsanics LLC does not
want to see that leadership falter one step.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert materials
away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this legislation, but you
can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www.compostin gcouncil.org



Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee , FL 32399-0001

Please VETO HB 569: authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

HB 569 and SM 1052:
o Hurts Small Businesses
o Releases More Global Warming Methane
o Hurts Gardeners and Farmers
o Uses Scarce landfill Space

Dear Governor Crist,

In this year's legislative session, language was passed in HB 569 and SM 1052 repealing
Florida's longstanding ban against allowing yard trash in landfrlls. Florida established
this prohibition in the 1988 Solid Waste ManagementAct, in part to save valuable landfill
capacity. As a result, both the public and private sectors in Florida have invested millions
of dollars in separate collection programs and processing facilities and have developed
diverse markets for products produced from yard trash (mulch, composts, potting soils,
etc.). In most areas of Florida, these facilities are the most affiordable local source of
healthy soil amendments for Florida's gardeners, farmers and landscapers.

I am writing to urge you to veto IfB 569 and SM 1052.

If enacted, these bills will undermine the 264 facilities registered in Florida who receive
and process yard trash at the same time as they redirect valuable organic matter away
from our soil and into damaging methane-producing landfills.

Don't devastate the many small businesses in this sector for a slight increase in profits for
big businesses running landfills. The Institute for Local Self Reliance says that
composting alone creates four jobs for every one created in a landfill.

The wording of HB 569 would lead you to believe that the "waste industry" is out to
capture methane and generate electricity from this capture. This is not the case; A
representative of "Waste Management" testified before the Senate General Govemment



Appropriations Committee and Environmental Preservation and Conservation that the
waste industry simply wishes to no longer have to make two separate pickups allowing
the segregation of yard waste and household garbage. They would rather save a dime and
roll back one of Florida's most important environmental measures by picking both up at
once.

It is important to note that yard trash, of which leaves and branches make up90oh of the
content, are a poor feedstock for methane production because of the lignin content. Less
than30o/o of leaf mass and branches decompose in a landfill environment. According to
DEP, of the 30% which do decompose and create methane only 75-90o/o of the methane is
capfured. Environmentally, methane is thirty times more harmfirl to the earth's
atmosphere than that of Carbon Dioxide. On the other hand, composting of yard waste is
considered carbon neutral. The methane produced in yard waste after being composted
and added to soils is sequestered, while the organic matter from these natural materials
retum valuable nutrients to Florida's soil.

Farmers, gardeners and landscapers around the state of Florida depend on the mulch, soil
amendments and compost from the facility processing yard waste for the core materials
for their farms, gardens and landscapes. Their ready availability and free or affordable
prices make growing environmentally-friendly landscapes and vegetable gardens a
possibility for tens of thousands of Floridians who are working on making their homes,
businesses and communities more enjoyable and sustainable. Eliminating this resource
and instead having those same raw materials used to worsen global warming is lunacy.

The list of reasons to veto this language zue many but most importantly, by vwiting HB
569 into law it will put 264 thiving small businesses in Florida out of business. I believe
as many others do that this is the anti-thesis to Florida's goal during this year's legislative
session. I ask that you seriously consider these arguments as you make your decision
whether or not to put HB 569 into Florida law.

Sincerely,

Andrea Hildebran
Executive Director
Green Florida



Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahasse e, FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Govemor Crist.

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
o Will hurt Florida's small businesses.The264 facilities registered in Florida who

manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of
business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for
the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other
Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small
businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting
creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

o Will not contribute to ener$/ independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

o Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture
rate atT5Yo,wlrrile the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the
landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as20%). The methane that escapes is 30
times more harmfirl to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be
generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the
missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be
generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants
and improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown,
compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, sectionT}3 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials
that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and
reused or refumed to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in
landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no retum to use.
Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking
waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of
reduce-reuse-recycle.



o Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America
(SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In a joint position
statement in2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill
technology "should be accomplishedwithout encouraging more organics to be placed in
landfills, and without reversing hard won and ffictive programs and regulatory efforts
thot hove raised recycling rates for organic residuals. Energt recovery, in bioreuctor or
conventional landfills, must be pursued without relming recycling initiatives and without
improperly creating incentives for more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landlilling yard debris,
NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations and
Republican legislatures. There is even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing
the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without
his veto,'this action will be a major step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Our company has been in the Organics Recycling Industry for over 37 years. We have close
associations with companies such as ours that are located in Florida This decision, if allowed to
become law, will in our opinion be used by the waste disposal industry to steamroll similar
legislation across the county and will have extremely detrimental effects on the recycling
industry and will reverse many many years of economic and environmental victory's. Having
Florida become the poster-child for reversing now proven economical and environmental policy
is a travesty. Please do not allow this to happen.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www. compostingcouncil.org

Sincerely,

IJo&'l/nat
Vice President,
New Business Development
Al Organics - US Composting Council "Composter of the Year"
Ph:970454-1711
Cell: 303-710-9121
Fax: 866-877-1 989
Website: www.a 1 orqanics.com
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: IIB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard
landfill

Dear Govemor Crist.

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569
repealing Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard tri
landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and
environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
r WillhurtFlorida's small businesses. The264

Florida who manufactue compost and mulch from
are at risk of going out of business. Along with this
1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for the
and operated by Florida residents who sell their
Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and
other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self
documented that composting creates four times as
landfilling the same material.
Will not conhibute to enerry independence. Yard
its high lignin content, decompose slowly and only
landfill environment, contributing an insignificant
energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.
Will hurt the environment. Onlv a fraction of the
generated will be captured by the collection system (
considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at75Yo,
lntergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states
landfill's entire life that rate mav be as low asIAo/o\.
escapes is 30 times more harmful to global climate
carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard
composted instead of landfilled. That does not count
benefits to the environment fromNOT using the
be generated, including improved water quality,
needs, healthier plants and improved stomtwater
Florida State researchers have shown, compost's
improve yields in a nurnber of crops.
Confradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title2
section 703 of the Florida Statutes, defines "Recvcli
process by which solid waste, or materials that would
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become solid waste, are coflected, separated, or
or retumed to use in the form of raw materials or
yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not is
irecause tirere is no remm to use. Directing the DEP
recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of
reduction and recycling quantities, and is
hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.
Contradicts the position of Solid Waste M
oiNorth America (SWANA), the national associ
the landfill industry. In a joint position statement in
and the USCC" it states that advances in landfill
be accomplished without encouraging more organics
landfills, andwithout reversing hsrdwon and ffictt
regulatory efforts that have raised recycling rates for
residuals. Energt recovery, in bioreactor or convent
must be pursued without relming recycling initiatives
improperly creatiftg incentives for more land disposal.

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in
yard debris, NONE have been overturned, despite repeated
waste corporations and Republican legislatures. There is eve
governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That i
Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003. when he stated that wi
"this action will be a major step backwards for integrated soli
management."

We are a Missouri Organic Recycling company, and have a
seeing that the yard waste is not put back in landfills. We beli
pass these bills it will lead the way for other stats the follow
hurt all future recycling efforts throughout the country.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment
ways to divert materials away from landfills. The Florida Le
committed a huge error in passing this legislation, but you
Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional inforrnation, please contact the US
Council, www.compostingcouncil.org

Sincerely,
Kevin Anderson
Missouri Organic Recycling
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Sfeet
Tallahassee, FL 32399 -0001

pe te r s o n @p eters o nco r p. c o n
www.Dete{soncoa.con

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052,repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
o Will hurt Florida's small businesses.The264 facilities registered in Florida

who manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going
out of business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small
businesses are for the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell
their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the
services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently
documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the
same material.

o Will not contribute to enerry independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high
lignin content decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment,
contributing an insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy
argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased
revenues at landfills.

o Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will
be captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts
the capture rate atT5Yo,while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
states that over the landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as20%). The
methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than the
carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead
of landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from
NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved water
quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater
management. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits would
help improve yields in a number of crops.

o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title29, Chapter 403, sectionTl3
of the Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as'oany process by which solid waste,

mone: 541.689.6520
Fax:541.689.MM



or materials that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or
processed and reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products."
Btrying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling,
because there is no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for
disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities,
and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

o Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North
America (SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In
a joint position statement in2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that
advances in landfill technology "should be accomplished without encouraging
more organics to be placed in landJills, and without reversing hard won and
effective programs and regulatory efforts that have raised recycling rates for
organic residuals. Energt recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills, must
be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without improperly creating
incentives for more land disposal. "

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard
debris, NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste
corporations and Republican legislatures. There is even precedent for a governor's veto
of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in
2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major step backwards
for integrated solid waste management."

Peterson is a supplier of chipping and grinding equipment to the wood recycling industry.
We believe that land filling organic material to produce methane gas is not the highest
value use for this valuable material. There are many more efficient ways to produce
energy such as high solids anaerobic digesters which also provide a residue that is a
useful soil amendment.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to
divert materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in
passing this legislatior! but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto
this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www. compostingcouncil. org

Sincerely,

Larry Cumming

President,

Peterson

an Astec Industries Co.



PO Box 40490

Eugene OR 97404 USA

Office 1 541 689 6520

Mobile 1 il1968 4446

Larry. Cu mminq@petersoncorp. com



Honorable Charlie Crist

Governor of the State of Florida

The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overtuming this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:

o Will hurt Florida's small businesses . The 264 facilities registered in Florida who
manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business. Along
with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned
and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits
within the state and use the services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self
Reliance recently documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the
same material-

o Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke
screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

o Will hurt the environment- Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at
T5Vo,while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire
life that rate may be as low as20%). The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to
global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were
composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from
NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved water quality, reduced
irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater management. As Florida State
researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that
would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or



returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills,
methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no retum to use. Directing the
DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and
recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

o Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America
(SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In ajoint position
statement in 2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology
"should be accomplishedwithout encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and
without reversing hord won ond effective programs and regulatory efforts that have roised
recycling rates for organic residuals. Energt recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills,
must be pursued without reloxing recycling initiatives and without improperly creating
incentives for more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris,
NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is
even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what
Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a
major step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Farmer Automntic of America as well as mflny additional companics have spent years in
research, design, & sales of composting equipmcnt to handle yard waste. Many operations
within your own state have been able to turn this yard waste into a value added productfor
personal ase, while eliminating itfrom the waste stream going into our already limited land
jlll space of the future. Passage of this bill would truly be a step backwards for the great state
of Florida and be afurther burden on long term landfill spacefor our citizens.

Sincerely,

Thank you
David Leavell
Farmer Automatic of America
574-857-31t6
574-857-2112 fax
leavell309@gmail.com
or
dleavell @farmerautomatic. com



Hononable Chanlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Stneet
Tallahassee, FL 32399-QOOI

RE: HB 569 and SB LO52, author iz ing the disposal  of  yard t rash at  a Class I
landfi l l

Dean Governon Cnist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 559 and SB LO52, repealing
Flonidals }ongstanding ban of al lowing yard tr immings into landfi l ls. Overturning
this ban is bad for the economy and bad fon the environment.

The reasons to veto this language ane many:
. WilI  hurt Floridals small businesses. The 264 faclLit ies registered
in Florida who manufactune compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of
going out of business. Along with this wil l  be a loss of L@OOas of jobs. These
small businesses are for the most part owned and openated by Flonida residents
who sell  their products to othen Flonida businesses, keep pnofits within the
state and use the services of other small businesses.
The Institute fon Local Self Reliance necently documented that composting creates
four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

.  WilI  not contribute to energy independence. Yard tr immings, due to
its high l ignin content, decompose slowly and only part ial ly in a landfi l l
environment, contributing an insignif icant amount to Floridals energy needs.
The enengy angument is a convenient smoke scneen to obscure the real goal,
increased nevenues at  landf i l ls .

- WiII hunt the environment. Only a fractlon of the methane that is
genenated will be captuned by the collection system (estimates vany
considenably: the EPA puts the capture rate at 75%, while the Intengovennmental
Panel on Climate Change states that oven the landfill 's entire life that nate may
be as low as 2O%). The methane that escapes is 3O times mone harmful to global
cl imate change than the carbon dioxide that would be genenated if  the yand tnash
wene composted instead of landfi l led.
That does not count the missed benefits to the envinonment from NOT using the
compost that would be genenated, including impnoved waten quali ty, neduced
irnigation needs, healthier plants and impnoved stormwaten management. As Florida
State neseanchers have shown, compostls benefits would help impnove yields in a
numben of crops.

- Contradicts youn own laws and the US EPA. Tit le 29, Chaptee 4O3,
section 7O3 o{ the Flonida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as 3any pnocess by which
solid waste, on materials that would otherwise become solid waste, are col lected,
separated, on pnocessed and reused or returned to use in the form of naw
materials on pnoducts.2 Bunying yand tnash in landfi l ls, methane colLection or
not, is NOT recycl ing, because there is no neturn to use.



Direct ing the DEP to award necycl ing credit  for disposal defeats the purpose of
tnacking waste reduct ion and recycl ing quant i t ies, and is contnadictory to the
EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycIe.

- Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of
North Amenica (S!, IANA), the nat ional associat ion represent ing the landf i l l
industry.  In a joint  posi t ion statement in 2O06 by SWANA and the USCC, i t  states
that advances in landf i l l  technology sshould be accomplished without encouraging
more organics to be placed in landf i l ls,  and without nevensing hand won and
effect ive pnognams and regulatony efforts that have raised necycl ing nates fon
onganic residuals.  Energy recovery, in bioreactor or convent ional landf i l ls,  must
be pursued without relaxing recycl ing ini t iat ives and without improperly creat ing
incent ives for more land disposal.2

Please be aware that of  the 23 states that have bans in place on landf i l l ing yard
debnis,  NONE have been overtunned, despite nepeated effonts by large waste
corporat ions. There is even precedent for a govennorls veto of a ban nepeal
passing the legislature. That is what Governor Vi lsack did in Iowa in 20O3, when
he stated that without his veto, 3this act ion wi l l  be a major step backwards for
integrated sol id waste management.2

As a fonmer nesident of your most beautiful state I plead to veto the language
contained in HB 569 that nepeals Flor idals ban on dumping yand debris in
landf i l ls.  We use wood waste to bui ld our pnoducts and we offen ki ts that empowen
nesidents of Flor ida to bui ld their  own funniture from waste wood.

Flonidians have a proud histony of protect ing the envinonment and looking fon
ways to divent mater ials away fnom landf i l ls.  The Flor ida Legislature committed a
huge enror in passing this legislat ion, but you can make i t  night.  Do the r ight
thing, Govennon<veto this bi I l .

I f  you nequire addit ional infonmation, please contact the US Compost ing Counci l ,
www. compost ingcounci l  .  org

Sincenely,

Wil l iam Cal lahan
Tamalpais NatuneWonks
815 B Street
San Rafael, CA 949Ot
4L5-454-9948

http :  / /www. tamalpais .  com

Bui lder of  the wonld 's most sustainable funni ture.
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May 16, 2010

Honorable Charl ie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001-

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 559 and SB LO52, repealing Florida's

longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the

economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:

o Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 254 facilities registered in Florida who

manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of

business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's of jobs. These small businesses are for

the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who selltheir products to other

Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small
businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting
creates four t imes as many jobs as land-f i l l ing the same material.

o Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only part ial ly in a landfi l l  environment, contributing an
insignif icant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

o Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the
capture rate at 75Yo, while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that
over the landfi l l 's entire l i fe that rate may be as low as 2O%1. The methane that escapes
is 30 t imes more harmful to global cl imate change than the carbon dioxide that would
be generated if the yard trash were composted instead of land-filled. That does not
count the missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would
be generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier
plants and improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have
shown, compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

610 Lincoln Street | 3rd Floor South Building I Waltham MA 02451 | T: 781 314.9500 | F: 206.984.3345
www.narveslpower.com
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-'t- Superpowered,

Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the

Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials

that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and

reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash

in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no return to

use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of

tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA

h iera rchy of red uce-reuse-recycle.
Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America
(SWANAI, the national association representing the landfill industry. In a joint position

statement in 2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill

technology "should be accomplished without encouraging more organics to be placed in

landfitls, ond without reversing hord won ond effective progroms and regulatory efforts
that have roised recycling rotes for orgonic residuals. Energy recovery, in bioreoctor or
conventionol landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without
improperly creating incentives for more lond disposol."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on land-filling yard debris, NONE
have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is even
precedent for a governo/s veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor
Vilsack did in lowa in 2OO3, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major
step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Harvest Power develops, builds, owns and operates next-generation organics recycling facilities
that harvest the renewable energy, nutrients, and organic matter from discarded organic
materials using best-in-class technologies for composting, anaerobic digestion, and biomass
gasification. We are on the front lines of organic waste management across North America.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfi l ls. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bitl.

l f  you require addit ional information, please contact the US Composting Council ,
www. co m posti n gcou nci l.org

Sincerely,

Tom Kelley
Harvest Power, lnc.

61 0 Lincoln Street | 3rd Floor South Building I Waltham MA 02451 | T: 781 .314.9500 | F: 206.984.3345
www.narvestpower.c0m
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May 14,201Q

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposalof yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing
Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this
ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The Association of Compost Producers (ACP) is a non-profit association of public
and private organizations dedicated to increasing the quality, value and amount of
compost being used in Califomia. We do this by promoting activities and
regulations that build healthy soi/, benefiting people and protecting air, water and
soil. ACP members work and invest together to increase compost markets and
improve compost product & manufacturing sfandads. The association provides
education & communication on compost benefits & proper use through support of
scientific research & Iegislation aligned with developing and expanding quality
compost markets. As an agricultural state like California, Florida should support
industries such as composting that can help to create sustainable, cost effective
agricultural production.

ACP is also a state chapter of the US Composting Council, who filed a position
statement, jointly with other solid waste and recycling associations in 2006 stating
that advances in landfilltechnology "should be accomplished without encouraging
morc otganics to be plared in landfills, and without rcversing hard won and
effective prcgrams and rcgulatory efforts that have raised recycling rates for
organic residuals. Energy recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills, must be
pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without improperly creating
incentives for more land disposal."

7860 Alida St., LaMesa, CA 9 1942
Cell: (619) 992-8389
Fax (619)589-9905

dan@resourcetrends.com



Association of Compost Producers
"Ile Build Healtlry Soil"

As collaborators with agencies and associations nationwide, we support the
arguments that have been developed including the following reasons to veto the
proposed bill language:

Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who
manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of
business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's of jobs. These small businesses are for
the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other
Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small
businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting
creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high energy
carbon content (in the woody material known as lignin), decompose slowly and only
partially in a landfill environment, contributing an insignificant amount to Florida's energy
needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real goal,
increased revenues at landfills.

Will hurt the formation of food waste recycling programs. Florida, like only a few
other leading states in the Union, are leading the formation of food waste recycling
programs. These programs have the potential of reducing the amount of "waste" that
ends up in the landfill, by beneficially composting it with other green waste, it can be
returned to the soilto maintain healthy living soil in Florida. These two programs, yard
trimmings and food waste, must work together, so keeping them both out landfills will
support the further development of the compost industry for which Florida is already a
leader.

Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the
capture rate at 75%, while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that
over the landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as 2oo/o). The methane that escapes
is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be
generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the
missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be
generated, including improved water quality, reduced inigation needs, healthier plants
and improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown,
compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

Gontradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials
that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and
reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products.' Burying yard trash in
landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no return to use.
Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking
waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of
red uce-reuse-recycle.

-3-



Association of Compost Producers
"We Build Healtfu Soil"

Your support of a veto on this legislation will show support for sustainable agriculture,
small businesses in Florida, and the environment.

Thank you

Sincerely,
Dan

ffidM+
Dan Noble
Executive Director
Bus: (619) 303-3694
Cell: (619) 992-8389
Fax: (619) 589-9905
dan@resou rcetrends.com
www.healthvsoil.orq

-3-



4361 Keystone Ave. . Culver City,CA gAnz

Telephone (310) 559-7451 .  Fax (310) 839- l  142
www.container-recycling.org

www.bottlebil l .org

May 13,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tall ahassee . FL 32399-000 1

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist.

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052,repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overfurning this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many: Will hurt Florida's small businesses. T\e 264 facilities
registered in Florida who manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of
going out of business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's of jobs. These small businesses are
for the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida
businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small businesses. The
Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting creates four times as many
jobs as landfilling the same material.

Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin content,
decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an insignificant
amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to
obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.
Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured
by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at
75Vo,whlle the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's
entire life that rate may be as low as 20Vo). The methane that escapes is 30 times more
harmful to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the
yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to
the environment from NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved
water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater
management. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help
improve yields in a number of crops.
Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29,Chapter 403, section 703 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials
that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused
or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills,
methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no refurn to use. Directing the
DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction
and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.



' Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America
(SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry.In a joint position
statement in 2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology
"should be accomplished without encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and
without reversing hard won and effective programs and regulatory efforts that have raised
recycling rates for organic residuals. Energy recovery, in bioreactor or conventional
landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without improperly
creating incentives for more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE have
been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is even precedent for a
governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in Iowa
in 2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major step backwards for
integrated solid waste management." [Add information about you and/or you. 

"o-pany 
here.

Mention any connections to the Florida economyl

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www.compostingcounci I .org

Sincerely,

6.^^'^^lGao-
Susan V. Collins
Executive Director



State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Jim Doyle, Govemor
Matthew J. Frank, Secretary

101 S. Webster St.
Box 7921

Madison, Wisconsin 53707 -7921
Telephone 608-266-2521

FAX 608-2673579
TTY Access via relay - 711

The Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Subject: Request Veto of HB 569 and SB 1052, Authorizing Landfilling of Yard Residuals

Dear Governor Crist,

As Director of the Waste and Materials Management Bureau at the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, I
am writing to convey my deep concem with recently passed legislation, HB 569 and SB 1052, which would
repeal Florida's longstanding ban on the landfilling of yard residuals. I believe this legislation is bad
environmental policy and bad economic policy. Not only would it adversely affect Florida-it would also set a
terrible precedent with the potential for grave consequences in Wisconsin and the rest of the nation.

Including Florida 23 states have wisely banned the landfilling of yard residuals. Wisconsin's ban dates back to
1993 and has not only resulted in the saving of many millions of cubic yards of landfill space, but more
importantly has prevented the release of significant quantities of greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere.
Much of the methane generated in landfills by yard materials is emitted to the atrnosphere before capture systems
can be constructed. Even after gas capture systems are in place, significant volumes of methane escape capture.
Because methane's global warming potential is more than20 times as powerful as carbon dioxide, the methane
released through inefficiencies in landfill gas capture results in a net increase in greenhouse gas emissions even
after accounting for enefgy production and offsetting of fossil fuel combustion.

From an economic standpoint, the diversion of yard residuals from landfilling has supplied abundant soil-
enriching compost that has improved agricultural fields, gardens and landscapes all across the state, supporting
jobs in the recycling, composting, agricultural and horticulfural sectors of Wisconsin's economy. Ton for ton,
yard residuals used for compost provide many times more jobs than would be created simply by landfilling this
material. Composting adds value; landfilling destroys value. This is why recycling and composting jobs in the
aggregate pay substantially more than waste industry jobs. Landfilling yard materials would be a step backwards
for Florida's economy, robbing Florida's reuse markets of a primary feedstock and costing Florida good-paying
jobs.

The composting of yard residuals is a sustainable practice that benefits the local, national and global environmenl.
By contrast the landfilling of yard residuals, even with enerry recovery through methane capture and
combustion, is fundamentally unsustainable because the materials are only partially converted to enerry, and the
organic residues themselves are wasted and lost to productive use forever. Moreover, yard residues provide
relatively little recoverable enerry value due to their composition and behavior in the landfill environment.
Landfill operators don't achieve much benefit from the methane gas produced from landfilled yard residuals, but
they are attracted by the additional revenue to be gained from accepting these materials for burial within their
facilities.

dnr.wi.gov
wisconsin.gov ffi
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Society benefits greatly from every ton ofyard residuals kept out ofthe landfill. This has not prevented certain
landfill operators from attempting to overturn the landfill bans to increase their intake of materials for permanent
disposal. Landfill operators stand to gain from a reversal ofFlorida's disposal ban on yard residuals, but Florida's
citizens will be the worse offfor any such reversal. The case against landfilling yard materials is so compelling
that the landfill industry's own trade association, the Solid Waste Association of North Americ4 recently issued a
joint policy statement with the United States Composting Council stating that

"SWANA and the USCC agree that composting of organic materials is the highest and best use of
these residuals and that emphasis should continue to be placed on recovering and recycling as
much organic waste as possible from the solid waste stream."

As I understand the Florida legislation, it compounds the potential damage by including an additional provision
that would allow recycling credit to be given for yard residuals that are landfilled in a facility that captures gas for
enerry production. Because the primary outcome of this legislation would beto diminish recycling of yard
residuals through composting (which returns the material to productive use) by diverting recyclable material to
permanent underground burial, the addition of this provision seems a surreal distortion to mask the true legislative
intent.

I strongly urge you to use your veto power to turn aside this misguided legislation and preserve the
economic and environmental benefits of Florida's enlightened strateg5r for managing yard residuals -
outside of landfills.

Sincerelv-

0^^^*MtT

Ann M. Coakley, Director
Bureau of Waste and Materials Manasement
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Pfease use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing
Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban
is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The California Organics Recycling Council (CORC) is a technical council for the
California Resource Recovery Association (CRRA), representing a coalition of organics
recyclers, including collectors, processors, end users, and local governments. As a key
voice for organics recyclers in the state, the CORC board is committed to supporting the
highest and best use of organic materials, which occurs outside of the landfill system
where the materials can be processed to provide benefits to soil, water and crop
production. As an agricultural state like California, Florida should support industries
such as composting that can help to create sustainable, cost effective agricultural
production.

CORC is also in alignment with National organizations such as the US Composting
Council and the Solid Waste Management Association of North America (SWANA), who
filed a joint position statement in 2006 stating that advances in landfilltechnology
"should be accomplished without encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills,
and without reversing hard won and effective programs and regulatory efforts that have
raised recycling rates for organic residuals. Energy recovery, in bioreactor or
conventional landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without
improperly creating incentives for more land disposal."

As collaborators with these agencies, we support the arguments that have been
developed including the following reasons to veto the proposed bill language:



Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who
manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of
business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's of jobs. These small businesses are
for the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to
other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other
small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that
composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the
capture rate at 75o/o, while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that
over the landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as 20o/o). The methane that escapes
is 30 times more harmfulto global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be
generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count
the missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be
generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants
and improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown,
compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials
that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or proc,essed and
reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in
landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no return to use.
Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking
waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of
red uce-reuse-recycle.

Your support of a veto on this legislation will show support for sustainable agriculture,
small businesses in Florida. and the environment.

Thank you

Michele Young CORC chair, on behalf of the CORC executive board

Michele Young
Organics Manager
City of San Jose
200 E. Santa Clara Tower 10
San Jose, California, 95113
408.975.2519



Honorable Charlie Crist
Govemor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahasse e, FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard hash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

I am writing as a leading advocate for Zero Waste in the United States- I have recently learned
that HB 569 and SBl052 passed your legislature that would repeal the ban on yard waste from
landfills. I am joining colleagues in the composting and recycling industries and Zero Waste
advocates to urge you to veto these bills. Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad
for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:

. Will hurt Florida's small businesses.The264 facilities registered in Florida who
manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business.
Along with this will be a loss of 1000s ofjobs. These small businesses are for the most
part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida
businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small businesses.
The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting creates fu
times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

. Will not contribute to enerry independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfrll environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills. More energy can
be conserved from composting these materials and retuming them to the soil than can be
produced from landfill gas recovery. Landfill gas recovery is also the least efficient way
to recover energy from such materials.

. Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture
rate at 75o/o,while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the
landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as20%). The methane that escapes is 72 times
more harmfirl to global climate change over the next 20 years than the carbon dioxide
that would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landhlled. That does
not count the missed benefits to the environment fromNOT using the compost that would
be generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants
and improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown,
compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

. Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title29, Chapter 403, sectionT}3 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as'oany process by which solid waste, or materials
that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and
reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in



landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no return to use.
Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking
waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of
reduce-reuse-recycle.

. Undercuts the public trust in recycling. If this legislation is adopted, once the public
finds out they are doing all this work to separate yard debris from garbage and it is all
going to the same place, they will be fi.rious. This is a violation of the social contract
between government and the people. The public expects that when they are asked to do
something important for the environment, it will be meaningful. This will undercut that
trust completely, and could undermine all of the state's recycling programs. When the
media starts digging into this story, the headlines will not be anything you want your
name associated with.

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris,
NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is
even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what
Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto,'this action will be a
major step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right.

Please do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www. compostingcouncil. orq

Sincerely,

E*"1 .4,iat
Gary Liss & Associates
4395 Gold Trail Way
Loomis, CA 95650-8929
916-6s2-7850
Fax: 916-652-0485
gary@earyliss.com
www.gar)'liss.com



Honorable Charlie Crist

Governor of the State of Florida

The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee . FL 32399-000 1

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist-

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:

' Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who manufacture
compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going out of business. Along with this will be a loss
of 1000's of jobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and operaied by Florida residents
who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the staie and use the services of
other small businesses. The lnstitute for Local Self Reliance recenfly documented that composting
creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

' Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin content,
decompose slowly and orrly partially in a landfill environment, coniributing an insignifiiant amount to
Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to o5scure the real goal,
increased revenues at landfills.

' Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured by the
collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the captuie rate at 75%, while the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire life that rate may be as
fow as 20o/o). The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than tne
carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted insteaO of landfilled. That does
not count the missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be generated,
including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater



management. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help improve yields in
a number of crops.

r Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the Florida
Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that would otherwise
become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or retumed to use in the form of
raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling,
because there is no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the
purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of
red uce-reuse-recycle.

r Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America (SWANA),
the national association representing the landfill industry. ln a joint position statement in 2006 by SWANA
and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology "should be accomplished without
encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing hard won and effective
programs and regulatory efforts that have raised recycling rates for organic residuals. Energy recovery, in
bioreactor or conventional landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without
improperly creating incentives for more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris,
NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is
even precedent for a govemor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what
Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto,'this action will be a
major step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Govemor-veto this bill.

Sincerely,

Kay Yanisch

3309 47thAve. S.

Minneapolis, MN 55406



Honorable Charl ie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 559 and SB 1-052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of al lowing yard tr immings into landfi l ls. Overturning this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
' Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in Florida who
manufacture compost and mulch from yard tr immings are at r isk of going out of business.
Along with this will be a loss of 1000's of jobs. These small businesses are for the most part
owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses,
keep profits within the state and use the services of other small businesses. The lnstitute for
Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as
landfi l l ing the same material.

' Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only part ial ly in a landfi l l  environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke
screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

' Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate
at75o/o, while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill 's
entire life that rate may be as low as 2O%1. The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful
to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash
were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to the
environment from NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved water
quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater management. As
Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help improve yields in a
number of crops.
' Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapte r 4O3, section 703 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that
would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or
returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills,
methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no return to use. Directing the



DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and
recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris, NONE
have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations. There is even
precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor
Vifsack did in lowa in 2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major
step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfi l ls. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

lf you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www.compostingcou nci l .org
Or Cornel I  Waste Management lnsti tute http://cwmi.css.cornell .edu

Sincerely,

Jean Bonhotal
4483 co rte22
Lacona, NY 13083



Hononable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-000L

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, author iz ing the disposal  of  yard tnash at  a
Class I  landf i l l

Dean Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB LO52, repealing
Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overturning
this ban is bad fon the economy and bad for the environment.

The neasons to veto this language are many:
. Wit l  hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facl l i t ies
registered in Florida who manufactune compost and mulch fnom yand
trimmings are at r isk of going out of business. Along with this
wil l  be a loss of IOOO' s of jobs. These small businesses are fon
the most part owned and operated by Flonida residents who sell
their pnoducts to other Flonida businesses, keep pnofits within
the state and use the senvices of othen small businesses. The
Institute fon Local Self Reliance recently documented that
composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same
material.
- t/'1i11 not contribute to enengy independence. Yard
tr immings, due to i ts high l ignin content, decompose slowly and
only part ial ly in a landfi l l  environment, contributing an
insignif icant amount to Florida's energy needs. The enengy
angument is a convenient smoke scneen to obscure the real goal,
incneased revenues at landfi l ls.
- hlill hunt the environment. OnIy a fraction of the
methane that is genenated will be captured by the collection
system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the captune rate
at 75%, while the Intergovennmental Panel on Climate Change states
that over the landfi l l 's entine l i fe that rate may be as low as
2O%). The methane that escapes is 30 t imes more hanmful to global
climate change than the canbon dioxide that would be genenated if
the yard trash were composted instead of landfi l led. That does not
count the missed benefits to the envinonment from NOT using the
compost that would be generated, including improved water quality,
reduced irrigation needs, healthien plants and impnoved stormwaten
management. As Florida State researchens have shown, compost's
benefits would help impnove yields in a numben of crops.
. Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Tit le 29,
Chapten 403, section 7O3 of the Florida Statutes, defines
"Recycling" as "any pnocess by which solid waste, or matenials
that would otherwise become solid waste, are col lected, separated,
or processed and neused or neturned to use in the form of raw
materials or products." Burying yard tnash in landfi l ls, methane
collection or not, is NOT recycling, because thene is no return to



use. Direct ing the DEP to awand recycl ing credi t  fon disposal
defeats the punpose of tnacking waste neduct ion and recycl ing
quant i t ies, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of
neduce- reuse- necycle.
.  Contradicts the posit ion of So1id Waste Management
Association of Nonth America (SWANA), the national association
repnesent ing the landf i l l  industry.  In a joint  posi t ion statement
in 2OQ6 by SWANA and the USCC, i t  states that advances in landf i l l
technology "should be accomplished without encouraging more
organics to be placed in landf i l ls,  and without reversing hard won
and effect ive programs and regulatony efforts that have raised
necycl ing nates for organic residuals.  Energy necoveny, in
bioreactor or convent ional landf i l ls,  must be pursued without
relaxing recycl ing ini t iat ives and without impnoperly cneat ing
incent ives for  mone land disoosal ."

Please be aware that of  the 23 states that have bans in place on landf i l l ing yard
debnis,  NONE have been oventurned, despite nepeated effonts by lange waste
corporat ions. There is even precedent for a governor 's veto of a ban repeal
passing the legislature. That is what Govennor Vi lsack did in Iowa in 2003, when
he stated that without his veto, " this act ion wi l l  be a majon step backwards for
integrated sol id waste management."

I  work in compost ing and necycl ing fon EPA, Region I I I  in Phi ladelphia and have
seen the low necycl ing rates of States without yard waste bans, also my panents
l ive in Flor ida.

Flor idians have a proud histony of protect ing the envinonment and looking fon
ways to divent mater ials away from landf i l ls.  The Flonida Legislature committed a
huge erron in passing this legislat ion, but you can make i t  r ight.  Do the r ight
thing, Governor-veto this bi I I .

I f  you require addit ional information, please contact the US Compost ing Counci l ,
www. compost ingcounci l  .  orq

Sincerely,

Mike Giuranna

Mike Giuranna, Sol id Waste Special ist
Off ice of Matenials Management,  EPA, Region f f l  155O Anch Street (3LC4O) Phi la,
PA L9LO3-2029
ph: 2L5-814-3298 fax:215-8L4-3L63
giunanna .  mike@epa. gov
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida

The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee. FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfi l l

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052,
repealing Florida's longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills.
Overturning this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
' Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The 264 facilities registered in

Florida who manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at
risk of going out of business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's of
jobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned and
operated by Florida residents who selltheir products to other Florida
businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other
small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently
documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as
landfil l ing the same material.

' Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due
to its high lignin content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill
environment, contributing an insignificant amount to Florida's energy
needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure
the realgoal, increased revenues at landfills.

' Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is
generated will be captured by the collection system (estimates vary
considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at7So/o, while the
lntergovernmental Panel on climate change states that over the
landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as 20Yo). The methane that
escapes is 30 times more harmfulto global climate change than the
carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were
composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the missed
benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be
generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs,
healthier plants and improved stormwater management. As Frorida
State researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help improve
yields in a number of crops.

{! Prinredon 100'. r€cycted pap€r.



' Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403,
section 703 of the Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process
by which solid waste, or materials that would otherwise become solid
waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to
use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in
landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is
no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for
disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling
quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-
recycle.

' Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association
of North America (SWANA), the national association representing the
landfill industry. ln a joint position statement in 2006 by SWANA and the
USCC, it states that advances in landfilltechnology "should be
accomplished without encouraging more organics to be placed in
Iandfills, and without reversing hard won and effective programs and
regulatory efforts that have raised recycling rafes for organic residuals.
Energy recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills, must be
pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without improperly
creating incentives for more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling
yard debris, NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large
waste corporations. There is even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban
repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in lowa in
2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major step
backwards for integrated solid waste management."

[Add information about you and/or your company here. Mention any connections
to the Florida economyl

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for
ways to divert materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a
huge error in passing this legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing,
Governor*veto this bill.

lf you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www. conr postinqcou ncil.orq

Michael Gross
Manager



Honorable Charlie Crist

Governor of the State of Florida

The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street

Tallahasse e, FL 32399-000 1

RE: FIB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's
longstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overhrming this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:

o Will hurt Florida's small businesses.The264 facilities registered in Florida who
manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings arc at risk of going out of business. Along
with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for the most part owned
and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits
within the state and use the services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self
Reliance recently documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the
same material.

o Will not contribute to ener$/ independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient smoke
screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

o Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at
75Yo,whlle the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire
life that rate may be as low as20%). The methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to
global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were
composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from
NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved water quality, reduced
irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater management. As Florida State
researchers have shown, compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the
Florida Stafutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials that
would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or



returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in landfills,
methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no return to use. Directing the
DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and
recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of reduce-reuse-recycle.

o Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America
(SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In ajoint position
statement in 2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill technology
'oshould be accomplishedwithout encouraging more organics to be placed in landfills, and
without reversing hardwon and ffictive progroms and regulatory efforts that have raised
recycling rates for organic residuals. Energt recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills,
must be pursued without relming recycling initiatives and without improperly creating
incentives for more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris,
NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations and
Republican legislatures. There is even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing
the legislature. That is what Govemor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without
his veto, "this action will be a major step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

Even though I am not a Florida resident I have connections to Florida both professionally and
personally. Professionally,I work for a grant funded non-profit organization that offers
professional development workshops for educators in various Earth and Environmental Science
topics. We have a parbrership with the League of Environmental Educators in Florida (LEEF)
were we advertise our workshops, and usually our highest number of participants from out of
state come from Florida One of our workshops this summer is on Recycling and Composting in
the classroom and we highlight the various state legislature in the Southeast that pertains to solid
waste management. If this bill passes it would be a shame to have this mark against the state of
Florida in regards to solid waste management. Florida has always been a leader in the Southeast
in regards to environmental protection and the legislation it has in place, a reversal in this regard
would be a tragic mark against the state of Florida. My personal connection to the state of
Florida is that I have family that are residents of the state, and my family and I vacation in
Florida every year. One of the things we most enjoy in the state of Florida is it's natural beauty
and the efforts that the state of Florida takes to protect it.

Sincerely,

Kevin Fischer
Operations Managen - Pisgah Fonest Institute at Bnevard College
One Bnevard Col lege Dnive
Brevand, NC 28772
(828) 884-822e
www. PisgahFonest lnst i tute.  orq
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Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
TheCapitol
400 South Monroe Steet
Tallahassee FL 32399-000 I

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard nash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please us6 your power to veto the recently passd tIB 569 ard SB 1052, repealing Florida's lcngstanding
ban of allowiogyard into landfills. Overtuming&is ban is bad forthe economyand bad forthe
environmenL

The reasons to veto this language are many:
r \ilill hurt Florida'g small businesses. The 264 facilities rcgrstsred in Florida who

manufacture compost and mulch from yard timmings are at risk of going out of
business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for
the most part owned and operated by Florida residen8 who sell their products to other
Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small
businesses- The lnstitute for Iocal Self Reliance recently documented that composting
creates @times as many jobs as ladfiIling the same material.

r WiIl not contribute to energr independence. Yard timmings, due to its higb lignin
content decompose slowlyand onlypartidly in a landfill environmelrt, contibuting an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
smoke screen to obscure the real goaln increased revenues at landfills.

r Will hurt the envirrnment Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collectionsyste,m (estimates vary considerably: theEFAputs the capture
rate at 757o, while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change stat€s that overthe
landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as 207o). The methase that escapes is 30
times more harmfirl to global climate change than the carbon dioxide rhat would be
generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfiIled That does not count the
missed benefits to the envirotrment from NOT using the compostthat would be
generatd including improved waterquality, rduced irrigationneeds, healthierplants
and improved stormwaterrn?nagement As Florida State researchers have shown,
compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

o Contradicb your own hws and the US EPA- Title 29, Chapter 4t)3, section 703 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any prccess by which solid wastg or materials
that would otherwise become solid wastg are collected, separated, or pmcessed and
reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in
landfills, methane collection or not is NOT recycling, because there is no retum to use.
Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tacking
waste rduction and recycling quantitieg and is contradictory to the EPA hicmr,chy of
reducereuse+ecycle

ENR|CHTNG THE SOIL NATURALLY SINCE l-992



r Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Menagcmcnt Associatftn of North Americe
(SWAIYA), the mtional association representing the landfill in&rstry. In a joint position
staternent in 2006 by SWAlitA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill
technology *shouldbe accomplishedwithout encouragingmore organics to be placed in
Iandfills, and without reversing hard won and effective progrens and regulatory eforts
that hove raised recycling ratesfor arganic resi&nls. Energt lecovery, in bioreaclor or
corwentional landfills, must be pursuedwithout reluing recycling initimives andwithout
improperly creating incentivesfor more land disposal:"

Please be aware that of the 23 stetes that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris,
NONE have bcen overturned, despite repeated cfforbby large waste corporations and
Republican legislatures. There is even precedent for a governor's veto of a ban repeal passing
the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without
his veto, "this action will be a major step backrrards for integrated solid waste managemenl"

In1992,I started SL Louis Composting, Inc. in response to Missouri's yard waste ban. Since
then, my company has grown from 2 employees to over 50 employees and 5 locations. St Inuis
Composting has processed in excess of 5 million cubic yards of yard waste which has been kept
out of landfills and tumed into r.r.seable products which are sold to consumcrs.

Composting is now a th,riving indusbf il the state of Missorni and is providing badly needed
jobs. During these difficult economic times, my company has acnrally experienced over 10%
growth. Not many companies have a similar claim.

If the State of Florida repeals its yard waste ban, I am cotrcerned there will be a domino effect
throughout the United States which will decimate an entire industry and cost even more jobs.

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the errvironment atd looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature commified a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right. Do the rigfut thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www.compoqlin gcounci l.org

,Yt"n"t\,
/ )(f-z<

PatrickGeraty
President
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May I1,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Governor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

RE: HB 569 and 5B 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfi l l

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's
Iongstanding ban of allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overtuming this ban is bad for the
economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
o Will hurt Florida's small businesses. The264 facilities registered in Florida

who manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings are at risk of going
out of business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small
businesses are for the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell
their products to other Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the
services of other small businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently
documented that composting creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the
same material.

o Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high
lignin content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment,
contributing an insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy
argument is a convenient smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased
revenues at landfills-

r Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will
be captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts
the capture rate at 75%, while the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
states that over the landfill's entire life that ratemay be as low as 20%). The
methane that escapes is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than the
carbon dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead
of landfilled. That does not count the missed benefits to the environment from
NOT using the compost that would be generated, including improved water
quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved stormwater
management. As Florida State researchers have shown, compost's benefits would
help improve yields in a number of crops.

soil-tek of Mid America
6 Silver Leaf Court, Suite 100, Lake St. Louis, MO 63367-2131 ,

636.561.31 58 . 888.8 1 1.8221 . fax 636.56 1.3 1 59



o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title29, Chapter 403, section 703
of the Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste,
or materials that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or
processed and reused or returned to use in the form of raw materials or products."
Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or notn is NOT recycling,
because there is no return to use. Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for
disposal defeats the purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities,
and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy ofreduce-reuse-recycle.

. Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North
America (SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In
a joint position statement in 2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that
advances in landfill technology "should be accomplished without encouraging
more organics to be placed in landfills, and without reversing hard won and
effective programs and regulatory elforts that have raised recycling rates for
organtc residuals. Energt recovery, in bioreactor or conventional landfills, must
be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without improperly creating
incentives for more land disposal. "

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard
debris, NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste
corporations and Republican legislatures. There is even precedent for a govemor's veto
of a ban repeal passing the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in
2003, when he stated that without his veto, "this action will be a major step backwards
for integrated solid waste management."

[Add information about you and/or your company here. Mention any connections to the
Florida economyJ

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to
divert materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in
passing this legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto
this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www. compostinscouncil.org

Sincerely,

fu%tu
Roberr M. Carrothers
President
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May 13,2010

Honorable Charlie Crist
Govemor of the State of Florida
The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee. F L 32399 -000 |

RE: HB 569 and SB 1052, authorizing the disposal of yard trash at a Class I landfill

Dear Governor Crist,

Please use your power to veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida's longstanding ban of
allowing yard trimmings into landfills. Overtuming this ban is bad for the economy and bad for the environment.

The reasons to veto this language are many:
o Will hurt Florida's small businesses.The264 facilities registered in Florida who

manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings arc at risk of going out of
business. Along with this will be a loss of 1000's ofjobs. These small businesses are for
the most part owned and operated by Florida residents who sell their products to other
Florida businesses, keep profits within the state and use the services of other small
businesses. The Institute for Local Self Reliance recently documented that composting
creates four times as many jobs as landfilling the same material.

o WiIl not contribute to enerry independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin
content, decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an
insignificant amount to Florida's energy needs. The energy argument is a convenient
smoke screen to obscure the real goal, increased revenues at landfills.

. Will hurt the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be
captured by the collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the captwe
rate at75o/o,wlnle the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the
landfill's entire life that rate may be as low as20%). The methane that escapes is 30
times more harmful to global climate change than the carbon dioxide that would be
generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. That does not count the
missed benefits to the environment from NOT using the compost that would be
generated, including improved water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants
and improved stormwater management. As Florida State researchers have shown,
compost's benefits would help improve yields in a number of crops.

o Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title29, Chapter 403, sectionT}3 of the
Florida Statutes, defines "Recycling" as "any process by which solid waste, or materials
that would otherwise become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and
reused or retumed to use in the form of raw materials or products." Burying yard trash in
landfills, methane collection or not, is NOT recycling, because there is no return to use.
Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the purpose of tracking
waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy of
reduce-reuse-recycle.



o Contradicts the position of Solid Waste Management Association of North America
(SWANA), the national association representing the landfill industry. In a joint position
statement in2006 by SWANA and the USCC, it states that advances in landfill
technology "should be accomplished without encouraging more orgqnics to be placed in
landJills, and without reversing hard won and effective progroms and regulatory efforts
that hove raised recycling rates for organic residuals. Energt recovery, in bioreactor or
conventional landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling initiatives and without
improperly creating incentives for more land disposal."

Please be aware that of the 23 states that have bans in place on landfilling yard debris,
NONE have been overturned, despite repeated efforts by large waste corporations and
Republican legislatures. There is even precedent for a govemor's veto of a ban repeal passing
the legislature. That is what Governor Vilsack did in Iowa in 2003, when he stated that without
his veto,'this action will be a major step backwards for integrated solid waste management."

[Add information about you and/or your company here. Mention any connections to the Florida
economyJ

Floridians have a proud history of protecting the environment and looking for ways to divert
materials away from landfills. The Florida Legislature committed a huge error in passing this
legislation, but you can make it right. Do the right thing, Governor-veto this bill.

If you require additional information, please contact the US Composting Council,
www. compostingcouncil.org

Sincerely,
,----\

( ' , , '  t  ' r  / ,J-? / .1
>d/,tk U/. D,/4(

Dave Beal, President
Missouri Recycling Association

UNITING CITIZENS, BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT TO
PROMOTE WASTE REDUCTIONAND RESOURCE RECOVERY



         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 19, 2010 
 
Honorable Charlie Crist 
Governor of the State of Florida 
The Capitol 
400 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 
  

Re:  HB 569 and SB 1052 - Disposal of yard trimmings at a Class I landfills 

 

Dear Governor Crist, 

Please veto the recently passed HB 569 and SB 1052, repealing Florida’s 
longstanding ban on landfill disposal of yard trimmings. Overturning this ban is 
bad for the economy and terrible for the environment. 

The California Resource Recovery Association (CRRA) is California’s statewide 
association of recycling and material management professionals, including 
municipal and private recycling program operators, as well as organics recyclers, 
collectors, processors.  CRRA is committed to supporting the highest and best 
use of organic materials as essential to soil and ground water quality, as well as 
sustainable crop production. 

CRRA is in alignment with the US Composting Council and the Solid Waste 
Management Association of North America (SWANA) 2006 statement that 
advances in landfill technology: 

“should be accomplished without encouraging more organics to be 
placed in landfills, and without reversing hard won and effective 
programs and regulatory efforts that have raised recycling rates 
for organic residuals. Energy recovery, in bioreactor or 
conventional landfills, must be pursued without relaxing recycling 
initiatives and without improperly creating incentives for more land 
disposal.”  

 

HB 569 and SB 1052:  

Will hurt Florida’s small businesses. Florida’s 264 registered facilities that 
manufacture compost and mulch from yard trimmings employ 1000 workers, 
whose jobs these bills will place at risk, along with associated jobs. These small 
businesses are largely locally owned and operated.  The Institute for Local Self 
Reliance has documented that compost production creates four times as many 
jobs as landfilling the same material.  HB 569 and SB 1052 represent a huge step 
backwards for Florida’s local and green economy. 
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Sacramento, CA 95814 

916.441.CRRA [2772] 

Fax  916.676-4882 

E-mail: info@crra.com 

 

California 

Resource 

Recovery 

Association 

 



Will not contribute to energy independence. Yard trimmings, due to its high lignin content, 
decompose slowly and only partially in a landfill environment, contributing an insignificant amount to 
Florida’s energy needs. The energy argument obscures the real goal - increased landfills revenues.  
Furthermore, the compost that would be produced from yard trimmings reduces the use of energy 
intensive products including fossil fuel based fertilizers.  It also significantly reduces the demand on 
crop irrigation water. 

 

Will harm the environment. Only a fraction of the methane that is generated will be captured by the 
collection system (estimates vary considerably: the EPA puts the capture rate at 75%, while the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change states that over the landfill's entire life that rate may be as 
low as 20%).  The fugitive methane is 30 times more harmful to global climate change than the carbon 
dioxide that would be generated if the yard trash were composted instead of landfilled. Additional 
benefits to the environment from using the compost produced from yard trimmings includes improved 
water quality, reduced irrigation needs, healthier plants and improved storm water management. As 
Florida State researchers have shown, compost’s benefits would help improve yields in a number of 
crops.  These critical environmental benefits will be placed at risk by a repeal of the landfill ban on yard 
trimmings. 

Contradicts your own laws and the US EPA. Title 29, Chapter 403, section 703 of the Florida 
Statutes, defines "Recycling" as “any process by which solid waste, or materials that would otherwise 
become solid waste, are collected, separated, or processed and reused or returned to use in the form 
of raw materials or products.” Burying yard trash in landfills, methane collection or not, is not recycling, 
because there is no return to use.  Directing the DEP to award recycling credit for disposal defeats the 
purpose of tracking waste reduction and recycling quantities, and is contradictory to the EPA hierarchy 
of reduce-reuse-recycle. 

 

A veto of this legislation is a vote for small businesses and environmental quality in Florida, and true 
sustainability. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

J. Muir 

Julie Muir 
President 
 
 




