
U"lize	  Hauling	  to	  Service	  	  
Your	  Community	  

-‐Amy	  Brooks-‐	  



Ø  Within	  a	  60-‐mile	  radius	  of	  most	  major	  ci"es	  
in	  central	  NC	  	  

Ø  Compost	  facility	  on	  family’s	  ~375-‐acre	  dairy	  
farm	  (Dairy	  went	  out	  of	  business	  in	  1991)	  

Ø  Compost	  facility	  opera"onal	  since	  1992	  
Ø  S"ll	  family-‐owned	  and	  managed	  

	  20+	  full-‐"me	  employees	  
Ø  Brooks	  Contractor	  owns	  and	  operates	  a	  fleet	  

of	  trucks	  to	  haul	  incoming	  materials	  as	  well	  
as	  finished	  products	  

Ø  HUB	  contractor	  	  (minority,	  women-‐owned)	  







Hydrologic	  Cycle	  (courtesy	  EPA)	  



Ø  Started	  in	  1999	  
Ø  Service	  nearly	  150	  loca"ons	  &	  s"ll	  growing	  
Ø We’ve	  designed	  and	  built	  all	  6	  of	  our	  collec"on	  trucks	  

in	  service	  today	  
Ø  Composted	  over	  12,000	  Tons	  of	  commercial	  food	  

residuals	  in	  2012	  
Ø  Also	  receive	  food	  produc"on	  residuals	  on	  a	  large	  

scale	  
(tankers,	  roll	  off,	  box	  truck/pallets)	  

Ø  This	  is	  the	  program	  that	  has	  paid	  the	  bills	  and	  kept	  
this	  company	  growing	  
Ø  Invest	  back	  into	  the	  company	  in	  order	  to	  create	  &	  

maintain	  infrastructure	  	  



adness	  

Post-‐consumer	  (people	  don’t	  read	  signs)	  
	  
	  
	  







Walmart	  waste	  quad?	  



Food	  waste	  is	  collected	  from	  site	  and	  transported	  to	  
Brooks	  Compost	  Facility	  	  



	  	  



Food	  waste	  is	  collected	  from	  site	  and	  transported	  to	  
Brooks	  Compost	  Facility	  	  



Food	  waste	  is	  collected	  from	  site	  and	  transported	  to	  
Brooks	  Compost	  Facility	  	  



Walmart	  can	  pallet	  jack	  



Dumping	  walmart	  bin	  





Ø  ~30	  acre	  site	  
Ø  Turned	  windrow	  	  

Ø  Subject	  to	  inclement	  weather	  
Ø  Compacted	  clay	  surface	  

Ø  Privately-‐owned	  
Ø  Level	  3	  state-‐permibed	  facility	  
Ø  Does	  not	  accept	  hazardous	  substances	  or	  biosolids	  
Ø  Currently	  averaging	  60,000+	  T/	  year	  of	  incoming	  

materials	  
Ø  Compost/	  compost	  blend	  sales	  exceeding	  40,000	  T/	  

year	  



Led:	  Excellent!	  	  
Right:	  What	  could	  be	  hidden	  in	  those	  bags?	  	  



















New	  curing	  photo	  
Once	  pathogen	  requirements	  are	  met,	  	  

the	  material	  is	  put	  into	  large	  curing	  piles	  to	  mature	  and	  stabilize	  	  
(on	  average	  6-‐12	  months	  curing	  "me	  is	  allowed)	  



We	  Support	  Farmers	  &	  Local	  Food	  Systems!	  



New	  contamina"on	  photo	  



Dona"on	  for	  educa"onal	  purposes	  or	  produce	  
dona"on	  to:	  

Ø Churches	  
Ø Schools	  
Ø Non-‐profits	  
Ø Other	  organiza"ons	  that	  promote	  sustainable	  
prac"ces	  

	  
Educa"on	  and	  outreach	  is	  crucial	  for	  growth	  of	  the	  
compost	  industry	  

	  
	  
	  
	  



Dona"on	  photo	  garden	  (kids,	  2	  
photos?)	  



Will	  allen	  







Durham	  Public	  Schools-‐	  implemen"ng	  a	  farm	  into	  their	  curriculum	  



GO	  LOCAL.	  SUPPORT	  LOCAL	  BUSINESSES	  &	  INSTITUTIONS	  	  
Ø  Affordable,	  sustainable,	  earth-‐friendly	  fuel	  source	  

Ø  GROW	  IT!	  Oilseed	  crops	  make	  an	  easy	  transi"on	  
Ø  JOBS	  within	  the	  consumer	  economy	  

Ø  Increase	  educa"onal	  opportuni"es	  within	  the	  
sustainable/green	  jobs	  sector	  

Ø  It	  does	  no	  good	  to	  provide	  a	  quality	  service/product	  if	  
the	  business/consumer	  cannot	  afford	  it	  

Ø  Applied	  research	  	  
Ø  Involve	  mul"ple	  disciplines,	  find	  solu"ons	  for	  the	  big	  

picture	  
Ø  Target	  audiences:	  

Ø  Veterans-‐	  able	  &	  disciplined	  workforce	  
Ø  Students	  (K-‐	  College)-‐	  stop	  producing	  genera"ons	  that	  

don’t	  know	  and	  don’t	  care	  

	  



Ø  Support	  and	  donate	  to	  local	  organiza"ons	  dedicated	  to	  
increasing	  quality	  of	  life	  and	  individual	  accomplishment,	  
while	  focusing	  on	  suppor"ng	  sustainable	  educa"on	  &	  
entrepreneurship	  for	  genera"ons	  to	  come	  	  

Ø  North	  Carolina	  Compos"ng	  Council	  (NCCC)	  
www.carolinacompost.com	  

Ø  Carolina	  Farm	  Stewardship	  Associa"on	  (CFSA)	  
www.carolinafarmstewards.org	  

Ø  Bringing	  it	  Home	  (A	  documentary	  on	  industrial	  hemp)	  
www.bringingithomemovie.com	  	  

	  
•  The	  consumer	  has	  to	  be	  educated	  to	  make	  good	  

decisions,	  as	  do	  our	  elected	  officials	  
	  

	  
	  



As	  we	  move	  forward…	  hold	  ourselves	  accountable	  to	  reality	  and	  common	  sense.	  
Remember	  the	  defini"on	  of	  insanity.	  	  

We	  don’t	  have	  to	  kick	  the	  can	  anymore-‐	  we	  know	  how	  to	  recycle	  it!	  
If	  you	  can’t	  be	  an	  op"mist…	  

At	  least	  be	  an	  opportunist	  within	  the	  sustainable	  fron"er.	  


