
The Gowanus Canal Conservancy 
(GCC) is a Brooklyn-based environmental organization that was formed to advocate for the 
restoration and green development of the Gowanus Canal. The GCC’s work focuses on 
improving the water quality and environmental integrity of the Gowanus Canal and its watershed. 
The GCC hosts community and public education programs and organizes monthly public 
stewardship “Clean & Green” volunteer events. Through engagement facilitated by the GCC 
residents have become passionate about the Canal and knowledgeable about its history, ecology 
and social value. Direct action stewardship programs have fostered a sense of ownership for 
the canal - made evident by the hundreds of volunteers who have participated in GCC events.



Environmental Stewardship
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DSNY/GCC Site

DSNY/GCC Salt lot



The salt lot



The Beginning
•	Started with 4 pallet bins, ~1CY 
per bin
•	Partnered with 3 businesses 
and 1 CSA
•	Hauled ~450 pounds each 
weekend by bicycle trailer
•	Taught the basics of 
composting at 6 monthly 
stewardship events in 2011



June 2011

September 2012

Shared Space

•	4,500 SF dedicated to 
Conservancy’s stewardship work
•	Street trees & shrubs in nursery 
for planting projects in the area



Partnered with GrowNYC Dec. 2011
Greenmarket diversion to local composters (432 tons in 2012)



•	50 tons of food-scraps received 
since January 2012
•	25 tons of finished compost 
produced







Revising site plans



Hurricane Sandy



The clean-up





Going forward
•	Complete Lander funded project
•	Develop a robust compost program (operations, 
public outreach and educational workshops)
•	Build a financially sustainable model
•	Distribute finished product for the cleaning and 
greening of the Gowanus Canal Watershed area



Contact us

Erik Martig - Composting Gowanus
erik@gowanuscanalconservancy.org
@CompostGowanus

Hans Hesselein - Director of Special Projects
Gowanus Canal Conservancy
hans@gowanuscanalconservancy.org


